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The Tranſlators Ad- 


dreſſe to the proun and 
— Chriſtian Reader. 


RePEIE He moſt charitable and 

GN excellent title of this 

__ worke, * properly , me 
ps thinks, addreſſed nnto 
was Jou, ( good Reader, ) 
fince you ave the liketieft to reliſh and 
make true uſe of the admirable con- 
ceptions which are offered you in this 
little golden Treatiſe. It eame tomy _ 
bands, « a Miſſive of- Charity , fent 


to entertaine me in my fad tmpriſon 


ment ; and npon 4 ſerians pernſath, © | 


the finding it of ſo dwvine a ſpirit, and 
of ſo nmnrverſall a concernment, Was 
invitement enough to me to propoſe 

ef 2 the 
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the naterallizing theſe Meditations | 
in our Conntrey , by contributing ſo 
much as I am able to them, namely, an 
Engliſh Tongue, in which though they 
loſe ſomething of their native grace, 
get 1 havereaſon to believe that the 
charity of the Authoxr will be content 
to be ſomewhat diminiſÞ'd himſelfe, 
ro become more beneficiall to his neigh- 
bours ; nor need I donbt, but that the 
force of his heavenly (pirit will broak. 
through, even my groſſe language, and 
be not onely heara, but reverenced 4- 
midſt the noiſe of Drums and Trum- | 
pets, (0 frequent in theſe unhappy times, | 
wherein we have more cauſe then ever, 
to remember the great Trumpet of ' 
the Angell; wherefore the weice of 
this Aathor (which ſeemes eAngeli- 
call ) will come very ſeaſonable, both to 
awake drowſie, and to-advance pions 
ſoules in the ardors of their love to- 
wards God ; for here is a loud Alarum 
for ell ſlcepy and ſlothfull Souldzers, 


calling 


hdd hes "_— 
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rothe Reader, 


calling unto thens to takg up the Shield 
of Faith, ad the Sword of the Spi- 
rit, to defend themſelves by the ſupply 
of ſo powerfull ſncconrs, as theſe holy 
Meditations, againſt the furious aſ= 


ſanlts of our common enemy , whoſe 


principall attempt is againſt (what 
theſe Entertainments /ecke the 
to fortifie, namely) the love of God. 
. ' The eAuthonr ſhewes you , that 
this love of God is the moſt Effen- 
tiall point of Chriſtianity. Be watch- 


full therefore, T beſeech you, and keep 


this fortreſſe ſafe from the ſurprize 
of our profeſſed enemy,and then nothing 
can be feared; for God expetts no more 
at your hands, and in leving him you 
falfill his whole Law, and ſweeten to 
your ſelves the rigour of all humane 
Lawes. 
 eAfterhehath ſet you inthe way of 
applying continually thoſe duties,which 
appertaine to the preſervation of you 
3n this happy ſi ate, he preſents youwith 
A 3 ſome 
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| ſome Conſiderations upon the whole 
| Paſſion of oxy bleſſed Saviour, as a 
|| powerfull moteve to invite you to this 
pwre love, which he demands of you, 
and to render homage to this exceſſive 
gooadneſſe, for ſo great and ineſtimable 
a benefit, which it hath purckaſed for 
you at fo dear arate, as even the death 
of the onely Son of God. 

And truly, when we thoke upon the 
ſufferings which Jeſus Chriſt hath in« 
anred for us, ought we not to reproach 
onr ſever, for ke impatiently a 
few croſſes and contradiftions in this 
ſport pilgrimage? for if ſo ſacred a per- 
ſon ſuſtained [nch violent pains for us, 
can we conceive our ſelves exempt 
from them ? No, no, let #s rather be 
aſhamed at our cowardice and effemi- 
nate affeftions, in _ to find no 
ſ oppoſition in our way, but to tread 
tr ffrtt npon roſes, thornes ſeeming tov 
WH harſs # our dainty feet, which (if 
they be ſo tender ) cannot. looks like 


feet 


rothe Reader. 


| feet appertaining to a head fimth 


frll of tharmes; and alas, we cannot 
expelt a ſhare in the glory of our head 
Chriſt Jeſus, if we ( =s his men 


. bers) beare not willingly a part inhis 


combats. 

When we are called into the Field 
of the Croſle , let ns then conſider, 
how happie we are, that may make to 
our ſelves & ( rowne of theſe thornes, 
whereof there are ſtore at hand in theſe 
hard times; let us march joyfully, that 
we may triumphantly paſſe through 
Mount Calvary, faſtned ( as S. Paul 
aith) to the Crofle with Chrilt; and 
thu 1 the neareſt way to the heavenly 
Jeruſalem, where we ſhall be refreſhed 
after all our labours, with the fight of 
that ſoveraigne object of our love, 
the increated Beauty and Verity , 
whoſe firſt ſight ts no leſſe then eternall 
beatitude. 

Deſiring topay ſom reſpeFt to the 
Anthorr, I ſhall rather doe him in- 
A 4 Jr)s. 


| 


The Tranſlators Addrefle, 8c: 
37.1, if Theep Jo too long by any dif 


conrſe of mine, from entering into his 
devout Entertainments, x. &, pray- 
ers you have, and mine ſhall preſume 
to attend on his, to implore an effica- 
cioxs operation of his holy labonys , 
and my charitable deſigne. 


Z.W. 
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_ 


Concerning the neceſſity of the 
Love of God. 


GOODE LL the favours which Hea- 
IYOXa ven ſhowres downe upon - 
PX us, arc only to withdraw 
==. us out of the captivity of _ 
ſin, and the world,and to place us.in 
the liberty of the grace of Chriſtia- 
nity, to the end God may reigne itt ; 
ourhearts. It is for this reaſon wee 
are made (hriſtsans, and receive the 
faith of Bapti/me : Feſus Chriſt died 
on the {7ofſe for this end, and when : 
he deſcended from the boſome of. 
his Father to be made Man , his. de- 
figne was only to eſtabliſhtheKing- 
dome of God amongſt the children 
of Mmecns A 5 And 
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And if we may be allowed to en- 
rer into conſideration of the eternal 
thoughts of the eternall Father, we 
may eaſily diſcern, that in the whole 
Incarnation and Paſſion of his Son, 
and in the whole diſpoſition of our 
ſalvation, he hath no other aime, 
then to ſeat the Kingdome of God 
in our ſoules, and to procure that 
our heart (which is created only for 
God) may be really the Throne and 
refidence of the Divinity : In effe, 
all the Sacraments, which Fe/w- 
Chrift himſelfe hath infticuted , and 
left unco his Church , as ſo many 
fprings and fountains of graces and 
benedictions, are onely to diſpoſe 
and place in us the Kingdome of 7e- | 

ſms Chriſt, to produce the reigning - 
of Godin us, and to aboliſh the - - 
dominion of tne world', the Divell 
and Sin. | 

When 7eſws Chriſt taught his A- | 
poſites how they were to-pray , he | 
.gave them the Pater Noſter , ne | 
vill, 
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wills us to defire above all things»: 
that hu K vw come ; that is (ac- 
cording to .Eregory)to ak of God, 
that God may reigne in us. And Je. - 


ſoz (rift himſelfe ſaid to his Apo- 


les, thar the chiefeſt defire of a 
Chriſtsay ought to be, that God 
may reigne in his heart ; Soeke firft 
of al(faith he) the Kingdoms of God. 
Ir is certain then,that God ought to 
reigne in us, not ſin, northe world : 
And evideat it is, that the grace of 
Chriſtianity cauſeth the Kingdome 
of God to preſide in onr hearts, 
Now God cannot reigne in us 
but by love and charity ; for S.7obh» 
faith, God & charity ; and he that a- 
bites in charity abide in God and Grd 


' in him, His meaning is, that by love 


| 


.. God makes his refidence in the © 


fonle, he placeth there his Throne, 
he reignes and commands there, and 
quickeneth the whole ſoule. He is 
there”, as the Sun to the Heavens; -* 
which illuminates all of ir;zas a King _ 
All: 
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in his Kingdome, who commands 
all ; as the Father of a family in his 


houſe, who ruleth and dire&eth e- | 


very thing. And even as wind dif. | 


perſes ſmoake, and fire liquifies' and | 


melts waxc; ſo Charity, which gives 
us God, and is even God himſelfe 


reigning in as, diſlipates our imper- | 


ons, conſumes our inordinate 


affeAions, and delivering us from | 


ſin, ſabjeReth us entirely to the 
power and direRion of Teſws {hrift, 
who reignes in us, 


Whence it followes, that who- 
ever is willing to become a true : 
(hriftian, of what condition ſoever | 
he may be in this world, ought to | 


deſire that God may reigne in him ; 
he muſt diſpoſe himſelfe thereunto, 
and render his ſoule and conſcience 
worthy to be the Kingdome and 
" habitation of God; And to arrive 
to this bleſſed condition , he ought 
To bein the ſtate of love and chari- 


ty: 


l 
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ty: whence we are to inferre, That 
ul the true exerciſes of a Chriſtian 
| muſt tend unto the obtaining of 
| love; andallthathe isto doe, all 
- | that he isto learne, and the very 
| method which he is to obſerve in 
order to a good life , conſiſts onel 
| in love ka. charity. Wherefore it 
were to be wiſhed, that we would 
' learne no other leſſon in this world, 
nor imbrace other exerciſe,then that 
of Love and Charity. 
And in effe&t God demands ng» 
; thing of us but love, for he that 10- 
; veth, fulfills the whole Law of God. 
' And Feſw (hrift being ready to die, 
' recommends nothing more to his 
' Diſciples, then love: vertue is not 
; acceptable to God, and our whole 
| life hath no merit, without Charity : 
' Finally God gives not his Paradiſe 
but unto love. Is it not then ve 
true, that the exerciſe and prackile 
of love ought to be the ſole enter. - 
tainment 
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tainment. and whole occupation of| c 
a ſoule that intends her Salvation #! c 
In as much as it is moſt certaine, |; 
that at the houre of death God re) y 
ſolving to judge us will reſpe& nos! h 
thing butlove ; for he will receive! © 
ns, if we expire in the ſtate of love,! x 
and reej& us,in caſe he finds us deſti- | y 
tute thereof. | a 
I pray tell me now, ( you that} « 
read what I write ) when you ſhall! \ 
come to the houre of death, and be! y 
in that moment, wherein you are; t 
toappeare before the Tribunall of | x 
God, to receive the definitive ſen- ! 1 
tence of your Eternity, if you find | « 
your felfe void of the love of God, \ 
what ſorrow will you not feele for | t 
1 

e 

{ 

| 


having paſſed away your life in | 

toyes, for having fet yonr affetton 

.0n trifles,and not loved God, who is 

only amiable, and the true happi- 
nefſe of our ſoules ? | 

And at this laft hone, which you: | 

] cannot 


—_ Rt 
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of{ cannot avoid, wherein you ſhall be 
t#* conſtrained to abandon both this 
6: life, and all that is in this world, 
& what anguiſh will you not ſuffer, for 
0+! having rendred your ſelfe the ſlave 
ve! of vanity, and unto all inordinate 
e,! motions of concupiſcence , for ha- 
t-} ving violated and deſpiſed all holy, 
! and divine Lawes, to fatisfie your 
#} owne deſires? Finally what diſplea- 
[[? ſure will you feele, for having (har 
| your heart againſt the love of God, 
e| tolodge therein the love of ſo ma- 
f| ny creatures? Surely at the time of 
- | your death, you will ( as I may np, 
{ | even die for ſorrow, and this priefe 
,.. will be that worme which hall e- 

; ternally gnaw your ſoule, for ha- 


r 

t | ving ſo much ſtudied ro pleaſe the 
| 

J 


| creature, and for having been ſo 
ſtrongly faſtned thereunto , .as to 


- | proſtrate your ſelfe to vanity and 
pleaſures, and for having cehgted 


k Ard _—  I—_ 


| the love of God, who is your haps” +, 
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pineſſe, and the true delight of your] 
ſoule. | | 
But ſuppoſe that you ſhall be ſa-! 
ved, and that you are in the role of! 
thoſe Ele, whom God intendsto| 
place in his Kingdome of glory,! 
Where there is no other God, but! 
Love, no law, but that of Love, and' 
where the life and entertainment of! 
the Saints, is but a perfe& and eter. 
nall Love: Though you be (I ſay): 
of this number, and if your name 
be written in the booke of life, yet 
God will not ſave you withour! 
Love and Charity; for you mult! 
neceſſarily die in Charity,if you will, 
be ſaved. Let us ſuppoſe then that 
you have Love, at this laſt houre, it 
will be ſurely a true love of God; , 
If then you can ever Love God with, , 
a true love, how much paine will} , 
you feele, for not having loved him} , 
ſooner. How much more bitterly} ;; 
will you deteſt the world, and = q 
rac 
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the creatures which you have loved, 
and which have diverted you from 
loving a God, who loveth you fo 
much, as to give you his Paradiſe ? 
It is then, yea, it isthen, when you 
will underſtand the love, which 


: God beares you, and that you will 


love God truly; then will it be 
that the more light you ſhall receive, 
and the purer your ſoule ſhaſl be, 


+ the more will you deteſt the world, 


and deplore your owne ingratitude; 


; and undoubredly in this point, will 


conſiſt the ſharpeſt of your paines, 


: and the moſt inſupportable do- 
' Jours which yon ſhall ſuffer in Pur- 


9atory, 

Ifay all this, to recall your ſoule 
and perſwade you,if you can, to pre- 
vent the miſeries of this houre and 
moment, which you cannot eſcape, 
and that from this inſtant, prepa- 
ring your ſelfe for death, you may 
begin to ſeek and deſire no other 
thing, 
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thing but love. In all your devott ec 
ons learne to love God, and takejar 
courage to deſpiſe manfully all im. 're 
pediments unto true love. im 

Let all your Entertainments and 
Devotions be in order to love, andico 
in all your exerciſes of mercy, ſtrive} 
onely to root out of your heart,andj 
remove from your life, all that di-jſti 
ſtanceth you from the love of God. jco 

For your aſſiſtance herein , Tith 
thought fit to preſent unto you;co 
ſome few documents, which I con-jha 
ceive very profitable for all ſuch, as}ſo 
have a defire to live well. I ſtile} 
them Devont Entertainments, be-|&r 
cauſe indeed the ſoule ought to om 
tertain and buſic her ſelfe onely in! <> 
love and charity. And I call them| 4 
Devout, in as much as true devotion}io 
conſiſts only in this point, of lovingfon 
God. {vir 

It is not my intention, to diſcre-J3ll 
dit other Exerciſes , which are re-Fh 
commended 
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i= |commended to ſoules, becauſe they 
e are good and profitable, if they di- 
1-re& unto Love and Charity : But TI 

{may well ſay with S.Pax), that all x; 
d | nothing without (harity.Wherefore I 
diconld wiſh, that a true {hriſtian had 
re ino other objeR, or end in all his a- 
d4{Rions, then love; that he would 
i={ſtudie nothing bur love,and ſtrive to 
1 |correR all his defets , oppoſite to 
Tithe love of God ; for all being well 
u;conſidered , whoever hath Charity, 
1-{hath all things. And indeed we ſee 
25}ſo many perſons frequent the divine 
ef Sacraments,we [ce ſo many whoex- 
./erciſe themſelves in works of piety, 
and nevertheleſle lirtle profic and 
n oo is obſerved in the life of 


n 4 ians, If reaſons may be given 
njfor it, there is no other in my opint- 
rton, then their defeivencſle in lo- 


4ving God. This is the reaſon why in 
jall chis little Treatiſe I ſpeak of no- 
-Khing,but Love and Charity, 
d 


It 


The lntroduttion, 


It is true alſo, that T treat of thath 
Preſence of God, and ſhew the praqM 
ice of it;but I have done it in con-ſh 
ſideration of love,becauſe I conceiyeis 
it to be an exerciſe abſolutely ne/va 
ceflary, eſpecially for ſuch as live 
in the world, and deſire to lead pi 
2 vertuous life, in the midſt of thebr 
turmoyles and diſtrations , whidti 
are frequent in our ordinary courſe ce 
of life. We cannot doubr, but that! bl 
the moſt part of Chriſtians havg ci 
their ſpirits {till diſtrated, their pl 
thoughts wandring, their hearts di of 
vided; and if every one will conſis ly 
der in what manner he liveth, he w 
ſhall perceive that che ſoule isb 
ſeldome within the body , wholl 
diſtracted, and as it were evapo 
red into exteriour things, which i 
a great misfortune to her. Now t 
is requiſite to find out a meanes t( 
man her; ſurely I ſee none bettet 
then that of the preſence of Gon 

nc 
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hethe ſame manner, as I explicate it ; 
{Make uſe of it,if you pleaſe, and you 
n-Iſhall find by experience, that there 
ivdis nothing more profitable and ad- 
ne! vVantagious. 

ive Irecommend it as much as Ican 
ad poſſibly; for if every one would 
he but conſider at leiſure, the diſpoſi- 
ic tion of his own ſoule,he ſhould dif. 
re cerne, that it will be almoſt impoſſt- 
ut ble for him to performe any exer- 
ve ciſe of piety, as one ought, if he 
cit place not himſelfe in the preſence 
d4 of God ; for this poſture is abfo- 
{14 lutely neceſlary, to recall our ſoule, 
which is ſtraying, and to render her 
attentive to what ſhe is doing ; and 
moreover this 1s neceſlary, in reſpe& 
we cannot performe any good work 
#4 without the grace of God. And 
' when the ſoule is thus preſented un- 
iq to God, ſhe craves aſſiſtance and 
& grace of him, without which ſhe is 
unable to aR any thing. 

he This 


l 
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This is whart I deſire to offer u 
toyou; Ibcſecch our Lord to & 
fed you With it, and to favoury 
all with his grace, to prepare 01 
hearts for him,and to render us wc 
thy of his love. | 


Heſe, or what other Errata': 
the Printer ( through his un- 


Skilfulneſſe in this Language ) hath 
committed, the courteous Reader} 
may pleaſe to pardon, and corred}| 


thus, 
| Errata.” 
Pag. 33.1. 10. read require you. P, 
107.1.8. r. into theſtate. p. 111.1. 


& 7. r. Iknow ad you have faid it} 


PI 14.l, I 4, rexpetting. 
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OF 


A CHRISTIAN SOULE. . } 
| 


| Of the love of Gov, 


P 
6 The firſt Entertainment. * 


$. I, 
of the Excellency and Neceſſity 
of Love. 


I, He firſt thing I deſire 
to propoſe unto you 
ypon this ſubject, and 


which I would _=_ cengravein 
a. E500 Ov. . won 
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your heart, is the acknowledg:j \ 
ing that the reaſonable creature; | 
was created byGod,for no other! « 
end, then to loye and ſerve him,] ! 
This is a verity which I beſcech! 
you often to conſider, and if you; 
can, call it often every day into! | 

your thoughts. | 
2. In order to this principle,] * 
remember that you have no! 4 
right to live on carth,burt to love! 
and ſerye God , for all that you| 
have in the world, whereof God 
hath given you the uſe , he hath 
put it into your hands, onely tc 
teſtifie his love, and to oblige 
you to love him : ſo that a 

things ought to ſerye you, 
motives to love him , who hath 
beſtowed them on yau : For as 
God hath created nothing 
wich 


F 
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.| which doth nor raiſe you to the 
Te, knowledge of him, if you will 
er confider 1t : ſo hath he made no- 
n,! thing , which doth nor attrat 
-þ} you unto his love, and faſtens 
ul! youto him, if you bring no op- 
ro! poſition thereunto, 

' 3- Youknow very well, that 
le} :veare obliged to love God above 
10! «” things, with our whole heart 
ve! 4: ſoule, ge, Itisa Comman- 
uf dement which Feſms Chriſt calls 
1d! Maximum, the greateſt, in as 
thi much as it compriſeth all the 
duties of a ſoule towards God ; 
> and if you can accompliſh this, 
you will doubtleſle fulfill all the 
1 teſt, Wherefore eſteeme princi- 
thi pally this Commandment : exa- 
ag Mine youx ſelfe ſeriouſly upon 
| 


this point, and omit not to ac- 
B 2 cuſc 


- are toadct nothing but by love, 
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cuſe your ſclfe of it in Confeſſt-| 
on, whenſoever you faile there-! 
in. | 
4. As God doth nothing but} 
to oblige us to love him, ſo he 
demands nothing of us but love, 
This moved the Apoſtle to ſay, 
that the whole law of God is ac-| 
compliſhed in loving God, Wher-| 
fore all your exerciſes ought to 

rend ends unto love : I meane, 
that all the practices of piety, all 
your deſires, all your prayers, , 
and cyen the uſe of the Sacra-| 
ments , ought to aime onely at! 
the placing you in the love of! 
God, tocſtabliſh, conſerve, and! 
advance you therein. Finally,you 


—_— c__—_——_—_ 


or for the obtaining the love of 
God. 
5. Con- 


vof te love of God. 5 


5. Conſider this vertue,as the 
onely he of your ſoule: 


! forby charity we adtiere unto 


God,and me untted and conjoy- 
ned unto him : Nor can you 
be ignorant, that all the good, 
and "happt n:ſſe of the ſoule, 


conſiſts onely in her being uni- 


ted unto God, and adhering in- 
ſeparably to him , becauſe he 
that adheres unto God, ( faith 
the Apoſtle) becomes one ſpirit. 
His meaning is, that Charity in- 
veſts us with divine proper- 
ties, and makes us little Gods. 
6. Weſhould be very unfor- 
tunate, if God did not Ioye us: 
Now he loveth us onely, to the 
end we ſhould love him, andin 
loving us,he can give us nothing 
of greater 'valuer he love. For 
it 
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itis love onely, which renders rs, 
happy : It is love onely which 

ives us God, and unites us to, 
fim : Love onely guides us unto/ 


God. Priefly, it 1s by love one- 
ly,that we become acceptable to 


God, and nothing is agreeable 
to him, but what is done in love. 
See then what that ſoule loſeth, 
which wants this love, and of 
how little account all exerciſes 


arc without this a& of love. 


7. All other vertues may be 
found amongſt the good and 


bad, but Charity only is the cha- 
rater and ſtamp of Gods chil- 
dren , Finally, the is the 2xeen, 


which commands all the powers 
of the ſoule, and every thing o-| 


beyes her: And to ſpeak it in a 
word, ſhe is the true vertue ; = 
TAKec 


[ 
| 


of the love of God. 7 


ts take away Love, and Charity, 
ich. all that is tearmed Yertue, is 
ſo but ſuperficially and in appea- 
tg; Tance. 

8. This is enough to affet 


Ie- ; We 

to you with the defire of acquiring 
ſe; Charity and Divine Love. Bur 
e to know how one may obraine 


, | It, and by what meanes we may 
' .attaine unto the poſſeſſian of 
this happineſſe, is the ſubject 
wherewith 1 intend to entertain 
you. 
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A 
6. IT. bo 


of the meanes to attaine unto the\ © 
love of God. bg 


TD O acquire Charity| ® 
which we call Love, | © 
we muſt earneſtly -de- | 

mand it of God, beſides, wee | 


S 
n 
ought frequently to defire it : | : 
a 


Finally, we muſt labour ſeriouſ- 


| 
ly therein, and a& on our part | 
what wee are able. Theſe are | © 
|| three points which I am to ex- | 
| - plicate, | 
2. To affet God with a ſu- 
perna:urall Love, is a puregift 
of God : Wherefore I adviſe | * 
you 


7 


, 


> : 
- 
þ, 


-} Charity and Love: for if you 


. | grace which you ou 


of the love of God. 9 
 youto beg it of him continually. 
| And the firſt thing youare to 
| aske of him, is, that you may 
| love him, as he would have you, 


| conformable to your obliga- 


| tion. 

' 3. Whenl ſay continually, I 

| meanethat the moſt nſual Pray- 
et you are to make, and the 

oht to de- 


mand ſtill of God, is to have 


poſſeſſe this. love, you have all, 


and if you want it, whatſoever: 
| elſe you may have, is of no va-. . 


| lue,faith the Apoſtle. 


4. When you heare it ſo often: 
mentioned,that we ought to per- 
forme acts of the love of God,: ' 


tet not that produce abclicfe in 
B 5 you 
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you, that it is in our own power, 
without grace, tolove God with! 
ſuch alove as we owe him : For! 
itis ſo ſublime a thing to love} 
God, as it tranſcends all the po- 
wer of Nature. Ir is requilite,| 
that God by his grace unite his} 
power unto our whole faculties] 
to inable us, to forme one fin-| 
gle at of the love of God, And] 
indeed there is a neceſſity off 

] 

| 


Gods giving us his grace, & love,} 
for our loving him , becauſe off 
our ſelves we are unable to doe 
it, without his aſſiſtance, and we 
render our {elycs unworthy of it 
by our ſins. 

-5. Iwill notthen enjoyn you, 
ro make. often ads of the loye 
of God ; but ſay onely, that you 

mu 
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of the love of God. II 
muſt often requeſt this love, and 


| diſpoſe your ſelfe ro receive it. 


| 


ads 'x 


And aboveall youare to annihi- 
late in your ſoule, as much as 
you can poſhbly , all that .may 
divert God from giving you 
this love, or hinder the love of 
God from raigning in your 
heart. This is the moſt impor- 
tant point; for to implore the 
love of God, and to live quite 
contrary , is but to mock, and 
deride him. 

6. It is not enough to aske it 
of God, but you muſt likewiſe 
deſire it fervently: And ſurely I 
wiſh, that this deſire may be | 
_ in your ſoule , that it may 

the powerfulleſt of all your 


inclinations, and the moſt lively 
affection which raignes in you: 


For 
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For to deſire love is a ſtro 
diſpoſition unto love. And trul 
one can hardly deſire the love of 
God, without a preſent conceſſion 
of it. 

7. Nay, I could wiſh for the 


|| benefit of your ſoule, that you 


|| had no other deſire, then to 

| loveGod, and pleaſe him in all 
S things, and that every moment 
you did awaken in your ſelf this 
defire of loving Ged. O what 
great things would he operate 
{| myou! Surely your life would 
| be pleafing, and all things out 


| of God indifferent to you. Endea- 


vour that your exerciſes of piety 
and the moſt uſuall occupations 
| of your ſoule, even when you 
| arc diſtributing Almes, be with 


an 
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of the love of God. I3 


an intention to increaſe this de- 
fire, to nouriſh and praQice it, 
meane that all your employ- 
ments, and exerciſes of vertue, 
ſhould be either fruits of love, 
or meanes to attaine unto the 
love of God. Above alt in the 
uſe of the Sacraments I with you 
to retaine this pure intention ; 
for if at any time you are to ſeek. 
the means of acquiring the love 
of God , it is by receiving the 
holy Sacraments. principally that 
of Confeſſion and Communion. 
Wherefore when you Confeſle, 
and Communicate, endeavour 
that it may be alwayes with this 
love,and with an intention therc- - 
by to introduce the love of 
God. 

8, It 


— 
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8. It imports you very much, | | 
to have a good and pure intenti- | } 
oninall l you ſhal doe. Now | 
the Intention which I wiſh you 
alwayes to have,is to at and fuf- 
fer all for the pure love of God; 
i} for God ought to be the obje& 
I andend of your life and aQtions, 
|. There are ſome who regard their | 
proper intereſt, and doe every | 
| thing to the end they may merit. | 
I doe not condemne them, but 
E adviſe not you to proceed in | 
| this manner ; forit is a mercena- | 
'' ry intention : I contrariwiſe con- | 
jure you to doe nothing, but for 
the pure love of God.It you 4oe 
kW all for God, God will doe all for } 
hr you ; if you give all unto God, 
e will give humſelfe entirely un- 
+ "0 


= 


"OY aa V9vr=EMowas © DX [ _y 


”- 


# 
- 


of the love of God. I5- 
J P _ and that ought to ſuffice 
« 9. In few words, I deſire that 
Charity and Love may be the: | 
obje& of all your ations , the: } 
_* ſubject of your imployments, & 
>} | the moſt ordinary exerciſe of: 
| yourlife and piety. Surely if you 
- | have a fervent deſire to love 
| God,all this will be caſte to you, 
' and by the ſame degrees as this | 
\ defire ſhall increaſe, byWe ſame 
| you will advance in the love of 
{| Godand Vertue. 

10.” It is not enough to de-: 
, | mand & defire the love of God, 
.| you muſt cooperate alſo in this. 
4 pbjnt. I,will recommend. anely 
two things unto you,, and in'my -* 
opinion they will ſuftice.  * 
| 11. The 


NH 
+ 
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11. Thefirſt is,that you be ve- 


| ry carefull ro keep your conſci- 


ence pure and free from fin, and 


above all ingrave in your ſoule: 


this diſpoſition, which ought to 
remaine alwayes in the centre 
of your heart, to wit, that for no 
worldly reſpect you offend God, 
and that neither the goods nor 


evils of this life procure you to- | 


doe any thing againſt the Com- 
mandnMAts of God : My mea- 


ning is, that neither the love nor. 


feare of men, nor the world or 
mutuall complacency draw you 
to offend God, how little ſoever 
it be, 


12. The other point whichid:|; 
would recommend unto you,is, 


the giving your heart wholly un- 
to: 


Of the love of God. I7 


to God ; for it is created onely 
for him. By your heart I under- 
ſtand your love, and I meane 
{that you beware of fixing 
your ſelfe unto the Creature by 
love and affection: And I intend 
Þby this Creature, the world,tem- 
porall goods , and all earthly 
things. 

' 13. I know very wel, that you 
cannot live without love ; but 
” {that which I recommend unto 
" jyou , is the remzining in the 
[world , and in the uſe of crea- 
| Jtures, withour placing your heart . 
 Jand affection on them : Bur ſince 
{you ought to love God , who is 
k infinitely amiable, and comands 
- fyouto love him aboveall things, 
there is nothing difficult in this, 
which 
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which I propoſe to you; for 


there is nothing ſweeter or more 
facile then Love, and I only be 

of you to prefer God aboye a 

creatures:is there any thing mor 

reaſonable * 

14. Remember this principle, 
which is alwayes veritable, tha 
a foule by the ſame degrees 
faſtens her ſelfe.by love unto th 
creature, by the ſame doth 
- looſenand ſeperate her ſelf fro 
God; and as much as ſhe ſeyer's 
her ſelf from the creature, (6 
much doth ſhe unite her ſelf, and 
approach unto God. Confide! 
well this maxime, to reap pre 
fir by it; for if you will loy 
God with your heart, andif tl 


defire which you have to loy 
God 
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God, be ſincere, you will be ve- 
ry carefull not to adhere unto 
any creature ; which is all I re- 
commend unto you. 

15. But in this point of the 
love of God, beware of being 
like unto the Fewes and Phay:- 
ſees, who Faſted, Prayed, gave 
Almes, and bare on their fore- 
1 heads,the written Law of 2oſes; 
1 and yet their hearts were wholy 
| alienated from God , you mult 
J needs underſtand my meaning 
| without farther explanation. 

19, Take heed alſo, that 
you reſemble not thoſe who 
ſpeak much, and do little : Ft- 
q nally, be not like unto the S4- 
maritans, who adored Tals 
and the true God in one and tl. 
ſame 
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ſame Temple, To love God anc : . 
the Creature both together, are Fae 
things incompatible ; for truq 
love is neither partiall nor divt | 
ded; bur intire, cordialt, and 
perfect. Still call ro mind, that| 
the heart of man is created who X 
ly for God. And heought to by 
love God alone, or if he love \ 
. any other thing , let it be for! c 
God, and in order to God. 
17. I do not doubt, but that} 
you will meet at firſt with ſome} 
difficulties in theſe practices, 
but do not think; that before the | 
Judgment. of Almighty God © 
yuu can bEcxempt from paine , 
and labour® On the contra 
you oughtto animate your calf 
for love and chariry id gives 
us 


6 ( 
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us God, and opens Paradiſe to 
\ us, deſerves well, that we labour 
| ſeriouſly ro acquire Jit, and that 
1 we be very careful to conſerve it, 
{if God vouchſafc to beſtow it 
ON US. 

18, To aſfliſt you in the ac- 
| quiſition of charity, or rather to 
| diſpoſe you to receive it from 
| the hand of God, I conceive it 
| fit for youto praftice the three 
| enſuing Adts, which Iam going 
| to ſer before you, 

"19. The fri is.that you enter 
| into the poor & ſimple thought 
| of that love and charity which 

Feſus Chriſt hath for you; or 
elle conſider, how: the Son of 
| God is all love: Then ſtay as 
little as you pleaſe upon this 
thought, 
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thought, adore in your heart 
this love of Feſws, with an hum- 
ble reſpect. After this, you of- 


fer your ſelf unto Chriſt Feſws, 
and give your felt intire to Him) 


open your heart to Him, to the] 
end he may infuſe into it, the! 


ſpirit of love, even as he poſlel- 
ſeth the plenitude thereof , and 
, according to the intention he 
hath, that you ſhould love God. 
20. The ſecond is, that you 
renounce cheerfully all that di- 
verts you from loving God, and 
beſeech Chriſt 
you with a hatred, againſt all 
that is oppoſite unto this love, 
or which may ſeparate you from 
God. 
21. The third is, that you 
re- 


Feſws to indue| 
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1 reſolve to be very circumſpect, 
'|to avoide all that hinders you 
| from loving God. Now, ne- 
| thing 1s a greater obſtacle to it, 
{ then mortall ſinne, and the love 
| of Creatures. And to aide you 
| herein, entertain your felf ſome- 
| times in thoughts which may 
| produce love in you: At leaſt, 
' endeayour as much as you may, 
| that no day paſſe away without 
| ſome ſpirituall Lecture , which 
may incourage you in theſe pra- 
Qices of love and charity. You 
| may perform theſe three acts in 
the form which Tam going to 
preſcribe you. 
22. My Lord, and my God! 
I adore you as the increated 
love; I'give my ſelf unto your 
love, 
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love, to bear the effects thereof, 
in what manner you ſhall pleaſe, 
and I renounce all thar is repug- 
nant in me to the love which 
I owe you. Be pleaſed, to give 
me ohly the grace,that I may di- 
veſt my ſelf of all that is op 
fite unto your love; and that 
henceforward, 1may accept of 
nothing which is averſe unto it. | 
23. Iparticularly recommend 
unto you this laſt exerciſe, inj 
as much as the cternall Father 
beſtows nothing on us,but byhis 
Sonne, eſpecially no Graces and 
Vertues;And becauſe our works 
have no other merit before God, 
then what they receive from 
FeſusChriſt,I ſay that in this ex-J 
erciſe, you ſhould give and offer 
your 


—— 
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your ſelfe unto Chriſt Feſws , ro 
the end he may beſtow on you 
what is neceſſary, and ſet on 
your workes and good intenti- 
ons, the price and value which 
they areto beare in the fight of 
God : finally, that you may re- 
duce into a& the Ccefire you 
have of loving God. 

24 Moreover when God is 
pleaſed to confer ariy grace on 
us, he would have us to coope- 
rate with 1t ; & without this co- 
operation his gitts are fruitleſle. 
Now we begin to cooperate, 
when we give our ſ{clves unto 
leſus Chriſt, to beare the effets 
of the vertue which we defire of 


_ him, and when we renounce all 


that is repugnant to it. Theſe 
are the reaſons which invite mee 

C {0 
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ſo earneſtly ro recommend unto 
you this exerciſe. 

Theſe are the few entertain- 
ment< which I purpoſe ro pre- 
ſent unto you, concerning the 
acquiſition & practice of Cha- 
rity. Ler us treat now of Prayer, 
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AND 
| Of the Preſence of God. 


| The ſecond Entertainment. 
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| 
; 
| Concerning the Excellency of 
Prayer. 


I W @X FEarcall bound 
\V \ / to pray; it 1s 
rhe duty of the 


Soule, it is 4 leffon which /eſws 

brift gave unto his Apoſtles 

nd D:ſciples - ir is the praftice 
C 2 of 


28 Devout Entertainments 


of the C nurch, and the cuſtome & 
of all Chriſtians: And Go 6 
will have us to be ſenfble of ,; 
our infirmities and miferies, ang/,, 
acknowledge our poverty , t n 
rhe end wee may reſort untg : 
111m,and that he may be honoy 
red by our prayers. 
2. Prayer 1s an entertainmen! 
& communication of the ſoul} 0 
with God, and of God witl 
the {.ule: And in Prayer thy , 
ſoule elevates her {clf unto God 
and God vouchſafes to deſcend ;, 
unto the ſoule. oF 
3. Prayer well made,is a mit} z, 
rour wherc:n the ſoule behold y, 
her ſelfe, and where ſhee finde 7 
what ſhee is ; and ſomrimes ſhe] 1, 
learnes thereby to know God { 
and begins to relith him. 
A. Pray 


*. * 


of a Chriſtian Soule. 29 
4. Prayer obrtaines all things 


1 for us ; Prayer teacheth all : Ir is 


J finally the food and aliment of 


the ſoule; and ſo neceſſary, that 
I as without naturall meat the bo- 


y dy languiſheth, ſo doth the 
ſoule without Prayer. 


6. Il« 
l of the Preſence of -God in Prayer, 


{ 1. | Adviſe you then to ſer 
| youraffe&ion upon Pray- 
i? ex, [here are two ſorts there- 
| of,che one vocall,the other men- 
7 tall; I will not rake from you 
q vocall Prayer, becouſc it is very 
c good, bur indeed I counſell you 
q not to charge and oblige your 
4 ſclfe unto many vocall Prayers. 
C3 2, Nor 
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2 Nor will I oblige you un- 
ro mentall Prayer, for few per- 
ſons ar? capable of entertaining 
theinicives with it: Neverthe- 


lefſe I conceive it uſefull , nay 
nceJcſl.vy for you, to make 
choice every day of ſome point 
or verity of faith , to meditate! 
on it as long as you pleaſe, { 

3 Ic is an exerciſe which 1! 
prop {cro youas neceſſary: for, 
moſt c:rtaine it 15, that every 
one hath necd of recalling his 
ſpiri: ; and evidently your mid; 
isthe more ſtraying and diſtra- 
ed, the more you remaine in 
the world, Wherefore if you 
have any care of your ſalvation, 
you muſt ſtrive to recollect your 
ſoule, which is ſo much ingaged 
in exteriour things, as it may be 


ſaid 
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faid to be ſcarce in your body, 

4 Now the true meanes for 
recalling your ſoule, is to place 
your ſelfc every day in the pre- 
ſence of God, and to remaine 
ſome time in ſilence, raking 
ſome good thought for your en- 
tertainment. 

5 What time you ſh2ll make 
cho:ce of, I leave viro your 
own conveniency : at leait I ad- 
viſe you to take part oithe holy 
Maſle for your medirarion, and 
to imploy it 1n this exerciſc;bur 
do it with aft. &:on. As for the 
ſaying of your Beads, or other 
vocall Prayers, you may finde 
time enough. If I may be cre- 
dited, you will preferre this lit- 
tle recolleion before all the 
felt, for it is more important 
C 4 then 
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then it ſeemeth, and experience 
will teach ir you if you pleaſe, 
6, What proportion of time 


you will imploy therein, I leave 
unto your own zcale and deyo. 
tion; I beſcech you onely not 
to faile in taking every day 
ſome good thonght, and ſeri-| 
ouſly ro ſtay upon ir, though it| 
be bur for ſome {mall time, and 
if it be poſſible doe this every 


morning. Aﬀectionate your} 


ſelfe unto this exerciſe which is 


briefe, and will prove more fa- | 


cilethen you imagine ; howe- | 
ver it is proficable for you, and | 


I dare ſay in a manner neceſlary, | 


7. The ſubject which you 
areto take for your entertain- 
ment, ſhall be the Paſtor of the 


Son of God, or the foure finall 
ends 
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ends of man; ſometimes Gods 


love towards you , ſomerimes 
the vanity of all things, finally 
take ſome point of Faith or 
of the Creed for your appli- 
cation. 

8. The manner and method 
which you are to obſerve here- 


| in muſt be very naturall. I doe 
| not require to make uſe of 


reaſon or diſcourſe, bur of 
your affeion and will. Apply 
your whole heart unto it, and 
that ſufficeth , procure alſo that 


| your attention thercin bee 


entire, 

9. The firſtthing you muſt . 
doe, is to place your fſelte in 
the preſence of God, becauſe in 
all your prayers you [peak with 
God, and treat of things of 
C5 Ereat 
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great conſequence; for you 
ſpeak rohim of the honour and 
love you owe him, & you treat 
concerning your owne falvati- 


on, and the benefits of your p 


ſoule, 

10-This exerciſe or practice 
of rhe preſence of God 1s abio- 
Itrely neceſlary for you; for if 
you have a care of your falvati- 
o0i,:1nd defite to live in the feare 


of God, ſurcly you oughr to} 


know how to k.epe your ſelfe 
continually in the preſence of 
God, remermbring ſtill , that nn 
whac pl:ce { ever you are,, God 
ſees and conſtders-you, not ex- 
tern .ily onely, bur even 1ato 
tn. center of your heart. The 
preiznce «+ God is an exerciſe 
w.1ich detaines the ſoule, and 
obligeth 
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obligeth her to at nothing 
which may bee unworthy of 
God. 


11. Moreover when you will 
pray, and what Prayer ſoe- 
ver you make, were it but ſay- 
ing the Pater eſter, or your 
Beads, you till ought to doe ir 
with reſpec and attention , for 


2 nn 


.| ſure you cannot performe theſc 


Devotions as you ought, if your 
| ſpirir be not recolle&ed. Now 
the means of recolleing your 
minde, 1s to place your ſcife in 
the preſence of God : Where- 
fore 1 adviſe you to habiruate 


| your ſelfe in this exerciſe, I 


meane, to place and keepe your 
ſelfe often in the preſence of 
Almighty God. 

12. You will ſay peradven- - 
tu, 
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ture,that you are not able to fix 
your fpirit: to which I anſwer, 
thar it 1s no good figne. and for 
this reaſon you ought to pity 


your {clf, For how can you hear 
well the holy -Ataſſe, ſay well 
your o:dinary prayers, uſe the 
Sacrament of Penance, or com- 
municareas you ought, if yu 
know not how to ſctle your co- 
giration? ſee you not that this is | 
ro be fick indeed , without dit- | 
cerning it 2 Now the practice | 
of the preſence of God(as I will | 
explicate it to you) is the true & | 
only remedy for your diſeaſe. | 

13. Irisa practice which 1s 
common& neceſſary forallgood 
Chriſtians, who are willing to 
avoid fin,& preſerve themſelves 


32 Srace, or delire to treat with 
God 
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God with thar reſpec as becoms 
them, & this is whar I defire,chat 
in the veginning of your pray- 
er,you place your ſelf attentive- 
ly in the preſence of God. 

14. You may do it intwo man- 
ners. The firit by imagination, 
' when you recall your mind and 
| all the powers — va ſoul, and 
when you repreſent God unto 
your ſelf with a Majeſtyworthy 
God, and figuring to your ſelte 
that you are proſtrated before 
the Throne of his infinite great- 
neſſc, and that you remain there 
to treat with him about the af- 
faires of your ſoule, and .whar 
concerneth the ſervice and wor- 
ſhip which you owe him. 

15. Theother manner is by 
faith, & then you make no uſe of 
your 


. 


' 
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your imagination, bur having 
ſweetly called back your ſoule 
into it ſeife, you conceive your 
{elfe ro be before God , whoſe 
| greatneſſe and Majeſtic is- infi- 
'- nite and incomprehenſtÞle; that 
this is the ſame God, whom 
the Angells and Saints do ferve 
. andadore. You conſider how 
| fairhteacherh you, thar this ſelf 
fame God is every where; and, 
{ heprefides in the bottome and 
'« center of your ſoule , with the 
' fame Majeſty, Power and Love, 
. as he doth in Hcaven. Reſt 


if you can, procureto enter in- 
| to your owne heart, to adore: 
| Godas you conceive him to be. 
there. 

16, This laſt manner of con- 


mt 


fomtime upon this thought,and: 


fidering. 


: 
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fidering the Preſence of God, 
ſeems to me more beneficiall 


then any other , and hath more: 


force to recall our ſpirit, and to 
bring back our ſoule into her 
ſelfe: ir teacherh us to ſeeke 
God, nor as farre diſtant from 


| us, or in Heaven, but in our. 


ſelves, and in the center of our 
heart. And for this reaſon I ad- 
viſe you , ro make often uſe of 
this exerciſe ; for I promiſe 
that you ſhall derive from it. 
pu advantages: And if you 

all perſevere, you will make a 
little Paradiſe of your heart, 


and your ſoule will performe on: 


earth, what the Angells doe in 
Heaven, 
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A manner how to recolleft ones 
ſelfe for mentall Prayer, 


T the firſt entrance 
:nen into Prayer , place 
your ſeit in the preſence of God 
conformably ro the manner I 
have newly exhibited to you. 
And if this rhouvht of Guds 
preſence poſſeſſerh your ſoule, 
and retaincs you in great atten- 
tion, keep your (cite therein as 
long as you can, were it during 
the whole Malſe; and omit 
withour ſcruple che reſt of your 
devotions; for you enter not 
into the Church, and apply not 
your ſelfe unto Prayer, bur ro 
' remaine before God , ro adore 
him with reſp<ct and humility 
an 


c 
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and to keepe your ſelfe in his 
preſence as his devour ſervant. 
When you have atrained unto 
this, reſt content, ſince God 
| ſeems to be ſo with you: And 

inthis caſe, you are to defire no- 
| thing more, becauſe you have 
| all when God is ſatisfied. 

2. And if this thought of 
Gods preſence will not ſerve to 
entertaine you any long time, in 
that caſe, rake preſently ſome 
verity or myſtery for your me- 
ditation : For example,conſider 
how Jeſus Chriſt hath loved you 
ſo much, as to ſuffer death for 
| _ Then pawſe a while, how 

ttle ſoever you pleaſe,to conſt- 
der this benefir, ſtrive onely 
to ponder it with artention. 
And out of this conſideration 
endeavour 
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endeavour to extract ſome little 
affection, or frame ſome confe- 
rence with God upon that 
which you conſidered. Now 
to the end it may prove more 
facileto you, I preſcribe at the 
end of this Booke ſome Medi- 
tations upon the principall 
points of the Paſſion of our 
Lord Ieſws Chriſt, which will 
ſerve you for a Modell. 

3- During the little time you 
ſhall employ in this manner of 


Prayer, if God gives you ſome} 


good inſpiration or pious de- 
fire, donot negledt ir, but hear- 
ken unto God, and receive his 
grace and inſpiration with te- 
ſpe and love. Reſolve to 

in practice what God propoſeth 


to you, and give your felfe unto 
Chriſ 
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Chriſt ieſus, and his holy Mo- 
ther the Y:irg/1 Mary, to the: end 
they may be pleaſes tr preſerve 
in your ſoule the good deſires 
which you feele; and (ipplicate 
them to give you the grace to 
put them in practice, conforma- 
blero that manner which God 
requires of you. 

4. The profit which I wonld 
have you to make of this exer- 
ciſe, which I call recollefF10n of 
ſpirit , is, to eftabliſh and pre- 
ſerve your ſelfe in the feare of 
God; -to excite and advance 
your ſelfe in his love, and to in- 
duce in you a hatred unto the 
vanity of theworld. Thevertucs 
which you ought moft ro pat 
in praQice, are humility of ſpi- 
xit, unadherence unto —_ 
an 
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and the mottification of the cu- 
piditics & paſſions of your ſoul, 
5. Now what I have dif- 
courſed to you concerning the 
preſence of God, in that Prayer 
which we cal Mertall,you ought 
ro praQuce in all your Yocall 
Prayers,as when you will begin 
to ſay your Beads, or the office 
of our bleſſed Lady,or els when 
you prepare your ſclfe for Con- 
feſſion or Communion: Briefly, 
in all your Devotions let the 
firſt thing you do, be the recal- 
ling of your minde, the with- 
drawing it from all ſorts of ob- 
jects, and place your ſelfe in the 
preſence of God,in ſuch a man- 
ner as I have propoſed to you, 
6. Chiefly when you come 
before God, be ir inthe Church 
of 
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or in your 0r4tory, preſent your 
ſelf alwaies with a comportment 
full of reſpe&, & ſtrive to place 
your felte in an humble and 
Chriſtian reverence; for you are 
in the preſence of God ,«before 
whom all the Grandeurs of hea- 
ven & earch are but duſt, Princi- 
pally I recommend unto you the 
deteſtarion of all petty wanton- 
neſſes & levitics,a1:d all ſuch ef- 
feminate faſhions In a word, a- 
void all aft-Ctation in the pre- 
ſence of God, before whom the 
Angels tremble.& live only in a 
profound reſpect and reverence. 
You may now well judge how 
much reaſon I have to condemn 
thoſe complements which are 
uſed in the Church, thoſe curi- 
ofities and yain diſcourſes. God 
preſerve 


46 Devout Entertainments 


preſerve you from ſuch difor- 
ders, which oblige God to 
withdraw himſelfe from the 
ſoule. 

7. Art the end of all your 
Prayers, and even out of Pray- 
cr,as often as you may,at the in- 
ſtant of your waking in the 
morning, I wiſh and deſire you 
to performe two things, wich 
are very facile, 

8. Theone is to offer your 
ſelf unto God, and to give your 
{clfe to him, ro remaine wholly 
his, in conformity to his holy 
w1ll : The other 1,to renounce 
your ſelfe, and all thar leads you 
unto evill, or diverts you from 
doing that good which God re- 
quires of you : 5s for example, 


you may ſay or meditate on 
theſe 
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theſe wrong God & my Leſus, 
1 offer my ſelf unto you as myLora, 
kirby ; ir devend all my life 
time ; and Irenonnce all that ſe- 
vereth me from you, and may di- 
vert me from following and ful- 
filling your holy w:1l. 


God is not content with words, 
he will have the heart , and re- 
uires effets: Wherefore en- 
Wc to put in practice all 
that I have propoſed ro you, in 
theſe few entertainments. and a- 
bove all, exerciſe your ſe!fe in 
the practice of ſuch y2:t:es as 
God ſhall inſpire you; for he 
will exact an accovnr of all the 
races wich he conferres on 
you, and of al! the occzfions 
which he preſears unto you of 
doing good, OF 


9 Bur ſtill remember, that 
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CONFESSION, 


AND 
COMMUNION. 


I 
The third Entertainment, 
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"K Here remaines one 
thing to tell you, 
but ir is of conſe 


quence, and I wiſh that I were 
ablero fix it in the botrome and 
center of your heart. Ir relates 


unto Confeſſion & Communion. | 


will 


II 
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will entertaine you with it, be- 
cauſe I verie much apprehend, 
that there are great abuſes com- 
mitted therein ; and I feare that 
in ſo holy and divine a thing 
we are often too prophane. 

2. By the Sacrament of Con- 
| feflion, it 1s certaine,thart we de- 
firero return into Gods favour ; 
we ſeck to bee re-eſtabliſhed in 
the charity which we have loſt 
by morrtall finne, and which we 
cannot repoſſeſſe bur by Pe- 
nance, And though we be frec 
from morrtall fin, we yer defire 
by Penance to remove the other 
fins, which freeze chariry,breed 
a languiſhing in the ſoule, debi- 
litare and expoſe her unto grea- 
ter danger. And then wee gae 


unto Copxfeſs107 ,* ro renew our 


D {elves 
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ſelves in love, and to remoye 
theſe fins , and all that may be 
oppoſite unto love and chariry, 

3- Inthe holy Commanien 
receive Teſus Chrift as ours; 
hee appertaines to us, and 
ſame /eſus gives himſclfe unto 
us in this divine and adorabk 
Sacrament , tro honour ns with 
his preſence, to inrich us with 
his gifts, and above all 
conferre on us his love.zIn fine, 
it 1s a Sacrawent all of love, i 
is 2 pledge of the love which 
Teſs Chriſt beareth us. and 1 
commerce of love between 1t- 
ſus Chriſt and men. 

4. Now if you conſider i 
this order theſe rwo great $t- 
craments, doh it not ſeeme jull 


and reaſonable, rhar we receive} 
chem} 
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them with eſtimation, holily, 
and with a ſpirit of love, ſince 
both of them are holy, both of 
them conferre charity and the 
love of God upon us; both of 
them unite us unco God, when 
we come © them, as we ought, 
with ficting and congruous dif- 
potions. 

5, For this reaſon I could 
wiſh , that when you goe nnro 
Canfeſi11 or Communion, it may 
bee ftill accompanied - with a 
ſenſe of love. and a ferious re- 
colle&ion of your ſoule. Be- 
.| ware of going to them by cu- 
tome, and of performing ſo 
holy and divine ations indiffe- 
.| reacly, I meane without a good 
and fitting diſpoſition , for ir 
yeb Word rum to vour prejudice. 

© D 2 6. Thar 
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6. That which I require of 
you is to retaine alwayes a-pure 
intention of ſeeking God one- 
ly, and demanding nothing but 
love. Let it be your defire to 
forſake thoſe vices and finnes, 
whercof you ſeek to obtaine re- 
miſſion by Penance. Bee you 
ſorrowfull tor having commit- 
red, becauſe fin is difpleafing 
ro God, and oppoſite unto 
him, whom we deſire to love, 
Finally, -I wiſh thar all che mo- 
tives which you ſhall have in 
receiving the Sacraments , may 


bec alwaics with reſpect to| 


the love which God hath to- 
wards you, and of the love 
which you owe unto God , for 
lect men ſay what they pleaſe, 
ſince in the receiving the Sacra 

—t rnents 
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ments of Penance and of the 
Euchariſt, you ſceke nothing 
but the love of God and chari- 
ty, ſurely ir is reaſonable, that 
you go to them with as much 
love as you can poſhbly : This 
is that whereunto I invite 
you. 

7. I doe not ſay that feare is 
not good, uſefu'l and often ne- 
ceflary ; but I ſay that feare 
ought ro ſerve here onely for 
the recalling of your ſoule, and 
directing her unto love. Ir 
ought ro be like the ſervant 


' which opens rhe gare unto 


charity,to introducc'it into your 
heart. Take then the motives 
of feare, if you have need of 
them z bur ſtay not upon this 
teare, bur paſſe unco love , ſtill 

D 3 calling 
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- calling ro minde, that in thefe 
rwo Sacraments you ſecke the 


friendſhip of Almighty God: 
Thus much touching Penance : 


and in the Ewcharift you ask and 


receive God onely, who is love 
and charity. 

 $. Inthe Communion it 1s re- 
quiſire to have feare, accompa- 
nied with a profound reverence, 
and humble reſpet. An Ange- 
licall devotion and atrention is 
' required therein ; for this my- 
ſtery is full of Majeſty, ſince 


God is there preſent, whom we - 


intend to receive, But much 
more love is required therein 
for whatſoever wee confider , 
there nothing but objects of 
love appeare to us, and nothing 
is to be found there, that is not 


as | 
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, | a8 a band, which ought to faſten 


and unite us unto God, 
9. It is not my defigne to en- 
tertaine you with preſcribing 
you inſtructions for the recepti- 
on of theſe two Sacraments, 
fince you have ſo many Bookes 
which treat of it: I will onely 
ſay , that if ever you ſtand in 
need, of all tie Entertainments 
which I have newly given you, 
it ought to be in the recepti- 
on of theſe two Sicraments, 
which are two fountaines of 
| loveand mercy : For love and 
 recolletion by the preſence of 
God(as I have explicared) ſerve 
us for a diſpolition to prepare 
us to receive worthily the Sa- 
crament of Penance and the 
Enchariſt. 
D 4 4 
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1 beſeech our -Lord Jeſus 


Chriſt, who came into this world, 
ro eſtabliſh therein the Kingdome 
of charity, axd ts bring thither 
the fire of hs love, and who died 
on the Croſſe to draw us unto God, 
and withdraw us from death, the 
world and ſin, that he will vouch- 
afe to give ws the grace to feele 
ns hs the efeftsof his oh 
Theſeech him to conſume us in the 
flames of his lowe, and to faſtes 
1 ſo ind-ſſolubly unto himſelf, as 
wee may never more ſever our 
ſelves from him, but that he wonld 
place us rather in a happy inability 
of offending him, and in amore 
bleſſed ſervitude, never more to 
eſtrange and ſeparate our ſelves 
om him, nor to att any thing tut 
for his ſake, Amen, 
MEDI 
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STS ENGES 
MEDITATIONS 
Upon the 
Principall Myſteries 
of the Paſsion of 
JESUS CHRIST. 
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PREFACE. 


T isa great happineſle for a man 
[| to be able to entertain himſelfe 


with God, and to ſpeak co him 

as often as he defireth. He may 

do it by vocall and mentall Prayer, 
wherein he treats with his God. It 
Is a favour which 7eſ#s Chriſt hath 
acquired for him; for it 15 by him 
(faith the eLpoſtle) that we have ac- 
Ds5 celle 


cefle unto God : I call it a favour, 
in as much as man having ſevered 
himſelfe from God by ſinne, and be. 
ing expelled out of his preſence and 
baniſhed from his amiable company, 
the Sonne of God tame into. the 
world to exptate ſinfe, and to eft4- 
blith both in heaven and earth, anew 
alliance between God and Man. 
One of the meanes which 7e/us 
Chriſt himſelfe hath left us fo pre- 
ſerve our ſelves in this happy alli- 
ance, and the way which he hath 
pointed out to bring us neer unto 
God is Prayer : for by Prayer we 
enter into ſociety with God, we 
entertain our ſelves with him, we 
elevate and unite our ſelves unto 
him, and treat with him of the in- 


efable Grandeurs of his Divinity, 


of the effefts. of his incomprehenſi- 
ble goodneſle, of the neceſliries and 
miſferies of our life; finally, by a 
Aly commerce we ſpeak to God, 
and. 


and God vouckhſafes to ſpeak to us. 

There are an infinity of objedts, 
upon which the ſoule may entertain 
her ſelte with God, and forme her 
meditations; for as God is an in- 
exhauſtible ſea of greatneſle,ſo is he 
the obje&t of an infinite entertain- 
ment unto a Chriſtian ſoule : But 
the moſt reaſonable, molt profita- 
ble, and eaſteſt ſubjeR, wherein onr 
Spirit may imploy it ſelfe, is the life, 
and death, the depreſſions, . and hu- 
miliations, the torments, and ſuffer- 
ances of Jeſus (rift. 

For as much as in the miſteries of 
the Paſſion, and in all the moments 
of the life and death of 7eſws, the 
ſoule diſcerns therein the exceſſive 
love which God beareth us: In the 
ſufferings and ignominies of the 
Croſſe, he conceives the weight of 
linne, and the puniſhments which 
our crimes doe merit : And conſt- 
dering what Jeſs Chriſt hath _ 
what 
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what he hath ſaid, and his holy and 
adorable Vertues in all the miſteries 
of his death, ſhe learns thereby the 
Vertues which ſhe ought to prac- 
rice, and the way which ſhe 1s to 
follow, to attaine unto the glory 
which Teſs Chriſt himſclf hath ac- 
"quired for her, at the price of life 
and precious bloud. 

It is for this reaſon, devort Rea 
der, that having undertaken to pre- 
ſent you. with Entertainments COn- 
formable tothe common life of all 
Chriſtians, I have added the Medi 
tations upon the principall miſteries 
of the death. of the Sonne of God, 
to the end you may make uſe of 
them for your advancement in the 
love and feare of God, and that by 
ofcen conſidering them, you may 
learne to imitate his Vertues, and 
Place your glory and afhance in the 
wearh of (hrift Jeſus. Would to 
40d you could ſay with S. Pawh 1 
will 
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will no longer glory, but in the Croſſe 
of my Teſus, 1 will place my contene 
and love therein ; 1 will follow him 
in the Croſſe,thac I may poſlcfle him 
in glory. This is that which I defire 
of you with my whole heart ; and 
I wiſh chat the death of the Sonne 
of God, may be the Spirit and life 
of your ſoule, 


THE 
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| SSSESENESS 
The Prayer of Tzsus 


in the Garden. 
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Point I. 


Inſider the love which God 
7 Father beareth you , de- 
pr:10-ug his Sonne of joy and elo- 
ry, toinveſt h:m with ſorrow, and 
load limmith paines and reprot- 
ches, expoſing him untothe rigors 
of the divine Inſtice for the expi- 
ation of your offences, Deſire ar- 
dently, that this ſelfe ſame ſpirit 
of love may diveſt you of all va- 
nity, ſelfe-love, a1 your own pri- 
wate intereſt, 


W 


Upon the Paſſion. 63 
P Prayer to the eternall Father. 


Adore your goodneſfe, O e- 

| RB fernall Father, and the love 
which invited you-ta give me 
your Sonne, to: ſet him in the 
opprobriouſneſſe of the Croſſe, 
and to victimate him in the ſuf- 
ferances of an ignominious 
death, that he might be my $4- 
viewr, and my Feſws, Thelove 
which you beare me hath beene 
the cauſe that you have not ſpa- 
red your own Sonne,, but have 
cloathed him. with our infir- 
mities, and loaden him with 
the confuſion and paines which 
I have merited to undergoe for 
my offences. Afcer ſo great a 
benefir, is it not juſt for _ to 
ove 
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love you 2 How happy ſhould 
I be (2 God of mercy) if you 
would fill my heart with this 
love ! how happy ſhould I be, 
if.you. would conſume mee m 
che flames: of rhis divine fire ! 
Ic is all rhar I defare; and a'grace 
which I aske of you aboveall 
the graces which you can give 
me. Grant then, 0 God of (200d. 
zeſſe, that I unlooſe my ſelfe 
from all other love, to love you 
alone; grant that the power of 
your love may ſtrip mee of all 
vanity, and annihilare my ſelfe- 


love; to the. end, loving no- | 


thing but you, I may live onely 
for you. 


Paint 


| os i 
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Point II. 


E hold how the Soane of God 
ies proſtrated on the eround, 
* | bearing the weight and confuſion of 
the fons of the whole world, and 
in this ſort he i made the objett of 
the anger of God, You have your 
” | part therein by reaſon of your fins, 
beg then of him the engraving in 
| your ſoule, a defire and ability to 
ſatisfie for your offences, and the 
'| granting you a true contrition for 
" | your ſinnes, 


| PRAYER. 


Las what ſhall I doe ! for 

if my Jeſws, who is the 
Power of Heaven, if my Jeſus, 
who 
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who is the vertue of God, falls 
and remaines under the weight 
of my ctf-nces, what will be- 
come of me and how ſhall I 
beare them, when dying I ſhall 
be preſented before rhe Tribw 
nall of the juſtice of a God, 


whom I have ſo often irr-j 


rared * What ſhall I doe (0 
God of mercy ) but endeavour 
ro prevent the day of your 
Juſtice, and from Pho. 

begin to ſatisfic by a holy Pe- 
nance, for all the finnes which 1 
hive committed , ungratefull, 
and mſcrable wretch thar I am ! 
I heartily deft1e it, buram unable 
ro effect it without your grace: 
Aſſiſt me then ( O God of love 
and goodnefle) beſtow on mea 


erue contrition for my offences, 
Breake 


my Q "4 3 232 9 Hen 
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Breake my heart with griefe , 
melt my heart in your love, li- 
qutfi- my ſoule in CCharitie, fill 
my » 1]] with a hatred of finne, 
and grant me the grace never 
rore to offend you, Ir is what 
I defire with my whole hearr,to 
' the end I may give my ſeclfe en- 
tirely ro you, and renounce my 
ſelfe and all creatures, which ſe- 
ver me from you. 


Point I IT. 
Br... in this myſtery the 
love of Jeſus, who exerci- 
ſeth the power and rigours of it 
upon his own perſon : this love 4- 
baſeth him even unto our ſorrowes, 
and oppreſſeth him with paines 


and attriſt ations ſo violemly,as he 
enters into an azonie, even t0 


ſweat 
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ſweat blood in abundance , be ſuf- 
fers all this, to inveſt you with hi 
verine, and cleanſe yeu with his 
Blend. This love is what you ought 
to aik oftin of him, and with great 
humility, 


PRAYER, 


 YAn it poſſibly be, O my 
leſ#s, that you ſhould love 

me even to ſuch a degree, as 
conſider you 1n this miſterie,and 
I not love you ? CanI beſo in- 
ſenſible as ro ſee you lan- 
ouiſhing and ſuffering for my 
finnes, and not abandon them? 
Alas my Saviour, can I in- 
dure to ſee you bathed in 
your owne bloud, and cove- 
red over with ſo painefull a 
: {wear, 
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ſweat, by the horrour which 
you! conceive of my offences ? 
Can'I have the hearr to behold 

ow'1n the rigours which the 
Fuſtice of your Father exerciſeth 
on you for my finnes ; and that 
conſidering you in ſo pirifull a 
ſtare, I ſhould nor conceive a 
horrour of my pravatie, and a 
dereſtarion of my offences? No, 
no, Lord, I will hate my ſclfe 
to love you, I will deteſt all 
vice for your ſake, and never 
more will I offend you: and for 
a marke of my deſire, I give you 
my heart, I offer you my ſoule, 
I dedicate to you my life, and 
renounce all that is diſpleafing 
to you tothe end I may nolon- 
ger offend you, bur live in all 
things conformable ro your ho- 


ly 
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ly will. This is the intention 
and defire of my ſoule, bur y 
will be fruitlefle if you ſtrerch 
nor out your arme, and give me 
not your grace to accompliſh 
them. This is whart I begge of 

ou,proſtrated in your preſence, 
Lankly imploring your divine 
Mercy. 


The 


hee ' , 
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ab, 3; 
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The taking of Itsus 


inthe Garden. 


Point I. 


ESUS [uffereth himſelfe to 
be taken, aud deprives himfelf 
his power, who was able to au- 
 nihilate his enemies, tothe end that 
being made captive for us, hee 
might have right to place w in 
the freedom of grace, In imita- 
tion of Jefus, who ſuffer:d him- 
ſelfe to be made 4 captive for you, 
reſolve never to make uſe of your 
owne power, when there ſhall be 4- 


ny occaſion of ſuffering for the 
glory of God, 
PRAY- 
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PRAYER. 


Do not doubt (»»y Saviour) 

; of your power, bur I admire 
your love, which triumpherh 0- 
ver you, and worketh ſo great a 
miracle on your ſelfe ; for love 


Ccaptivates your ſtrength, re-| 


ſtraines your power , and redu 


ceth you into a ſtare of impo-| 


rency and weaknefle, to the end 
you may be capable of ſuffering 
for mee, poore and wretched 
creature that TI am. Who will 
not be raviſhed in the thought 
of this love * And who will not 
remaine aſtoniſhed that God 
ſuffers for man, the juſt for the 


ſinner. And thus you doe, be-4 
nigne Jeſws, in this miſtery} 
which þ 


| 
| 
{ 
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| 
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which I contemplate. Now for 
this love, which -you expreſle 
rowards me, and which renders 
you captive, to ſet me at liber- 
ty, what elſe can I doe, bur caſt 
my ſclfe with heart and ſpirit ar 
your feer, and become an hum- 
ble ſuiror that your love may 


-|. render mee his captive; thar ir 


may triumph over my heart, to 


| | the end being denuded of all 


things, I may become for ever 
the ſlave of your love. Grant 


thar ir may be ſo, my 1eſw-,fince 


It iS both my duty and deftre. 


Point II. 
J ESUS perſeveres in the hu- 


miliations and ſufferances of 
his captivity , remaining in the 


E midſt 
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midſt of executioners in ſilence, 
without plaints, without ſtreneth 
* power. In imitation. of Lin 

ect ſuch things as humble you, 
and adminiſter occaſion of h t- 
rance , and propoſe to your ſelfe 


never toreject them. 


; PRAYER. 
_— ſee you (O ſweet Fe- 


74s) in the midſt of executi- 
oners, expoſed unto theig mar 
lice, and that in this myſterie 
you abandon your ſclfe unto all 
{orrs of confuſtions, and to the 
falſe accuſations of ſinners, ap- 
pearing as criminall in the midlt 
of theſe miſcreants : what leſfe 
can I doe, Lord,then annihdae 
my ſelfe in your preſence, and 
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kumble my ſelfe in imitation of 
you in the view of all creatures. 
And if inthe various ſtates of 
your life you embraced humili- 
ty onely, and made choice of 
nothing bur confuſtons , if you 
who are alone worthy of ho- 


' nour and reſpe& , deſpiſed the 


Grandeurs of the earth, and the 
yaine contentments of this 
world, tolive and die onely in 
ceprefſions and ſufferances. Fi- 
nally, if you (O-benigne Jeſus) 
who are the onely Son of God, 
were pleaſed to become an ob- 
jet of ſcorne and contempr of 
men ; alas what do, miſerable 
wretch, deſerve to be,and what 
rank ſhall I hold in the world, 
I who ama finner,criminall and 
unworthy of all chings? Surely 

B23 (my 


\ 
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( my ſweet 7eſus) I heartily con 
demane my pride, and doe pro- 
reſt that with my whole affedti. 
on aſſiſted by your holy grace, 
which I implore, I reſolve from 
henceforth to affect lowlineſle, 
and indure for your ſake, all the 
humiliations, and Crofles of 
this life : And why ſhall I refuſe 
humbly to ſuffer them for your 
ſake, ſince you have indured 
chem ſo holily for mine.1I offer 
my ſelfe then unto you for that 
cftct, and I abandon my (elf 
with my whole heart unto your 
divine conduc; grant only that 
I _ be ſuch as you require me 
ro be, 


Point | 


| Holy of Holies : Hee offers his 
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Point IIT. 


7 Fran, the firange a- 


baſement of Jeſus, who 
permits men to binde and lead hins 
captive, and to touch him with 
their prophane hands, who « the 


ſacred menth to receive the kiſſe of 
Judas his greateſt enemy. Offer 
your jelfe unto him, to beare all the 
contradittions of men,and the con- 
tempt of all creatures, and de- 
mand of him even love for your 
enemies, if you have any, 
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PRAYER. 


Ourlife and the divers my- 

ſteries of your paſſion,your 
Jabours and ſufferances, O my 
Saviour, give me a leſſon, and 
reach me what I am to doe ; but 
how ſhall T doe it, and how can 
I imitate you, if you lend me 
not your hand, if you prevent 
and afſiſt me not with your 
erace © For my perverted heart, 
and my proud nature oppoſe 
rhemſelves wholly ro you, and 
conrelt againſt all rhat you pro- 
poſe unto me, I ſee, my Lord, I 
ſce how you offer your ſacred 
mouth to receive of Fndas rhe 
kiſſe of Treaſon ; how you pte- 


{cnt your hands, and abandon! 
your 
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your adorable body to the rage 
of Devills, and to rhe malice 
of men and ſinners, to diſpoſe 
of you and your life in wharſo- 
ever cruelry could ſuggeſt unto 
them. Alas ! who is able (© 
my {weer Jeſs) to imitate you ? 
I fervemly defire it, but ac- 
knowledge my owne impoten- 
cy; forl feele contradidtion in 
my ſelfe, and tremble ar this 
thought: However leave me 
not ( 0 Saviour of my ſoule ) in 
caſeI am not able to imirate you 
in all chings, at leaſt let me doe 
It in « hat I may, andI candoe 
much if you give me your grace. 
Open then my eyes, that I may 
diſcerne what I am, change my 
heart, that it may affe& what 
you love, and animate my ſpi- 

| E. 4:08 
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rit humbly to indure all con- 
rempts and confufions, All that 
I am now able to doe in the pre- 
{lence of your Soveraigne Ma- 
jeſty, is to accuſe my malice, to 
condemne my pride, and to of- 
fer unto you my will, my heart 
and ſoule, tro order them as you 
pleaſe, Succour my infirmity, 
fortifie my weakneſle, breake 
my obſtinacy, and by the fire 
of your love, be pleaſed ro con- 
ſume all my iniquity. 


|. cruelty of barbarous men, faſtned 


Upon the Paſſion. 81 
$6256 42225 


[z s us isfaſtned, and 
{courged at the Pillar, 


Poinr I. 


Head you net tears of love and 

compaſſion , beholding Jeſus 
the Beauty of Heaven , and the 
Glory of Paradiſe, expoſed to the 


all naked to a Pillar , to make you 
4 bath of his bloud, and to cleanſe 


| him thanks,and render hins teares 


the flaines of your ſonle ? Givef 


of love & contrition, for the bloud 
which he hath given you in thi 


ery. 
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PRAYER. 


Y leſws, Grantthat my 
A beart may break with 
gricfe, and my ſoule diſſolve in 
your love; for you oblige me 
ro it by your benefits. And to 
ſay truly , who can chooſe by 
love you, ſeeing that by the ex- 
cefle of the love which you 
beare us, you have expos'd your 
ſelfe ro the rage of Devills, and 
to the malice of ſinners * And 
why fhall I nor break my hear 
afunder with ſorrow and con- 
trition,fince by myoffences Iam 
the occaſion of the pains which 
you ſuffers How farre moe 
juſt were it (0 Savionr of the 
werld ) that you ſhould remaine 
in. 
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in your Glory,in the Throne of F 
your grearneſſe, and that I (who | 
have rendred my ſelfe the ſlave 
of ſinne, and of my paffions)} 
ſhould be faſtned to this Pillar, 
and torn with the ſcourges of 

onr juſtice ! Burt fince your 
hom is content to make paiment - 
for mee , grant that I may love 
you as I ought, and no longer 
offend you. This is my inten= 
tion, I defire ir with my whole 
hearr, and I beg it of you with 
an entire affection. 


Point IT. 
Say Jeſus upon the Pillar, 


put on the condition of a 
ſlave and eriminall.to beare the ef- 


fetls of the rage of Devills and 


men, . 
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men, He remaines there, in tht 

midſt of them, like a Lamb vitti- 
ll mated and abandoned of his Fa- 
I ther, deſerted by his Apoſtles,and 


4 afflicted by all creatures, Com- 


| paſſionate this ſtate of Jeſus , and 
beg of him, that from henceforth 
| you may remaine abandoned , and 


refigned unto all that he ſhall or- 


_ MAaine, 


PRAYER, 


Las! my Feſ#s , I have. 

made the debr, and you 
have paid it, itis I, it is I who 
am guilty,and you are puniſhed; 
it 1s I, unhappy thar I am; who | 
have irritated Heaven , and 
rendred my fſelſe unworthy of 
all your favours, I both _m_ 
an 


Ly 
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and confeſfe, that I deſerve no- 
thing bur hell, and for my fins 
to be ſacrificed unto the divine 
Juſtice which I have ſo often 
contemned : bur your goodneſle 
which ſeckes nothing bur my 
Salvation,by a prodigy of love, 
makes an admirable exchange: 
For you enter (0 Saviour of «my 
Soule ) into my condition, and 
loading your ſelfe with my of- 
fences, you are now vicimared 
like an innocent Lambe,and left 
to the Juſtice of God, abando- 
ned on all fides, and plunged in- 
ro all ſorrs of ſufferances. What 
lefle can I doe ( O my leſ#s ) tn 


| recognition of this love, then 


adore your goodnefle, and a- 
bandon my felfe entirely to 


you, to be what you Fo 
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I give my ſclfe then unto this 
myſtery,and offer my ſelfe unto 
| youtobeare the effects thereof | 
 inſuch a manner as you defire. | 


Point ITI. 


He Body of Jeſus & covered 

all over with wounds from 

the very head to the feet, and ex- 
hauſted of bloud and ſtrength. 
Conſider that the wounds & arops 
of bloud you ſee on it , are as ſ 
many tonzues which enunciate to 
you hi love, and teach you how you 
oug bt to love him 1% bumiligtions 
and ſnfferauces. Offer unto him 
your life, your body and blogd, ne- 
er to imploy them , but far his 
glory. | 
- PRAY- 
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PRAYER. 


oule, my life, my body and- 
bloud are no longer mine, but: 
yours : in reſpect that for my 
ſake you make a profuſion of 
your owne bloud, you abandon 
your body unto wounds and 
ſufferances, your ſoule and life 
you give to me upon the Crofle: 
After all theſe graces and fa- 
vours ſhall I not be yours? No, 
no,Lora,all theſe drops of bloud 
which you ſhed, and all the 
wounds of your body, are ſo 
many tongues which condemne 
my ingratitude, and invite me 
to your love. I am willing to- 
loye, and fromthis very in m= 
an 


| & yours,O good 72ſw: my 
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. andforeverlI defire to be whol- 
ly yours, and reſolve to love 
I; nothing bur you alone. Bruiſe, 
bend, breake and oppreſle' my 
E fſoulc, if you pleaſe, combar my 
I life with a thouſand afflici- 
E ons, make me ſuffer as long as 
you pleaſe, yer will I never ut- 
rer any other words, then that 7 
am yours, and that 1 love you a- 


lone, 


JESUS 


4 


Upon the Paſsion. 38g 


Iz$us 1s crowned 
with Thornes. 


Point I. 


He love which Teſus beares 

uw , exerciſeth on him the 
power and rigours thereof : love 
placeth him amongſt thornes, and 
even death it ſelfe : love expo- 
ſeth him unto mockeries, ſþittines, 
buffets, and the contempt of hu e- 
| nemies. Conſider all this,and beg 
of Jeſus, that the ſelfe-ſame love 
may exerciſe on you the power 
thereof, Offer your ſelfe unto all 


the effetts which he ſhall vouch- 


| ſafe to produce in your ſoule, bee 


it 
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it inthe thornes of Penance, 
in the death of your wices and 
earthly affeftions. 


PRAYER. 


How happy ſhould I be, 
if your love would once 
rake Empire over my heart! Let 
not the fault be mine, for I de- 
fire ir, I ſecke ir, and offer my 
ſelfe wholly to you to beare the | 
effes thereof, Grant then, 
Lord, grant ſpeedily, rhat the 
power of your love may deeply 
wound my ſoule. In loving 
you nothing will be difficult, 
for me, in this world; for if love 
hath cloathed you (O good le- 
ſ#:) with our miſeries, and loa- 


den you with our finnes if love 
hath 


mit the like. Bur when will chat 
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hath faſtned you onthe Croſſe, | 
what will it not worke on me, 
if it raigne there and exerciſe | 
his power 2 Then would ir be 

that I ſhould truly die unto my 
{clfe,to live in you,that I ſhonld 
deſpiſe all things to love you | 
alone, and thar ſtimulared by 
this love,I ſhould ſarisfic formy 
paſt crimes never more to com- 


bleſſed houre arrive, that I ſhall 
love nothing but you? Ir is 
high time, and I implore it of 
you ; Be pleaſed then not ro 
deny me this grace, ( my good 
lefus ) ſince you refuſe me not 
your owne life: deprive me 
of all things if you pleaſe, pro- 
vided that I love you. 

Point 


ny 


[1 
, 
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Point II. 


N this myſtery Jeſus covers 
his greatneſſe , and weiles his 
Majeſty, in contempts and mocke- 
ries, andby 4 miracle of love, he 
renders him{clfe capable of ſuffer- 
ing the ſharpeſt points of thornes, 


filthy and unclean ſittings, blowes - 


and buffets, which bruiſe his body 
and face, and by this holy artifice; 
which love hath contrived, he tri- 
umpheth over the Devill and ſin, 
Open your heart unto this Jeſus, 
that he may place there the throne 
of his love, and triumph over 
gour malice , and all the impure 
love which may reſide in you. 


PRAY- 


Upon the Paſsion, 93 


PRAYER. 


An I poſſibly behold you 

' my Zeſus) covered with 
ſpucings, bruiſed with blowes, 
crowned with thornes,and your 
body pierced withall forts of do- 
lors,and not diſſolve into teares, 
but remaine inſenfible at the 


| fight of ſo ſad a ſpectacle ! Per- 


mir it not, 0 God of love, rather 
plerce my heart with griefe, 
and give methe grace to have 
a ſenſe of whar you ſuffer for 
me. Grant me this favour, that 
Imay bearethe effects thereof 
for it is not juſt that your ſacred 
body ſhould be immerſed in 


| forrow,and your adorable head 


crowned with thorns, — 
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I bathe my ſelfe in pleaſures, or 
crowne my ſclte with Roſes, li- 
ving alwayes amongſt delights: 
I rather wiſh, and would gladiy 
implore, if I had love enough, 
that I might no longer affect a- 
ny creature , and that nothing 


might afford me contentment, 


bur that I might finde. worme- 
wood every where, and every 
thing prove diſtaſtfull ro me, ro 
the end I may take no delight, 
bur in youalone, This is what 
I aſpireto, bur I have not force 
enough to practice it, nor ſufh- 
cient love to aske ir. There re- 
maines one onely defire on my 
part, that. may give my ſeltfe 
entirely ro you, to ſuffer what- 
ſoever ſhall ſuir wich your 
good plcaſure. 

Point 
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Point ITT. 


ESUS #n hs Paſſion pra- 

| iceth all ſorts of wertues,, to 
merit them for us, by the attuall 
exerciſe of them, to leave them 


| auto us by way, of teſtament, and to 


bring them. into eſteeme with the 


porld, which contemns and rejects 


hunidty, patience, poverty , and 


al ſufferances. Adareſſe your 
ſofe unto. Jeſus Chriſt , to deſire 


of him the love of his vertues,and 
the grace to bee able to pradtice 
them in ſuch a dezree as hee re- 
(uires of you, 


PRAY- 


Meditations 


96 
PRAYER. 


Ou have promiſed me (0 
my Ged ) by your Prophet, 
to engrave your love in the 
midſt of my heart, and to im- 
print it inthe center of my ſoule: 
I ſummon you in order to you 
promiſe, for I offer unto you my 
heart opened, and commit intof 
your hands my ſoule and ſpi 


'rir,co receive of you the motions 


of grace,and the impreſſions dF} 
your law : Bur whar is this law} | 
which you give me, bur rchey|y 
mitation of your life, and of tif 1 
vertues which you have beelj1 
pleaſed to practiſe on earth; 
For you had no need , my, Lorag1 
of this great poverty which Jr 
diſcerng 
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diſcern in your birth, of the pa- 
tience which you ſhew in your 
.. | torments, of the obedience 
which ſers you on the Crofle , 
,| of meeknefle in the midſt of 
your enemies, nor of the humi- 
liry and contempt of the world 
1 which is manifeſted in all your 
Mi life: Bur you have ſubjeRted 
| = ſclfe unto all chis, nor on- 
"1 ly for my ſalvation, bur allo ro 
MM teach me both by words and 
MF ations, the vertues which you 
S Of affect, the way which I amto 
af follow to obtain ſalvation, and 
Er the life which I ought to lead, 
lf] to become the moſt acceptable 
e&n=t to you. In this ſort, your life 
hand vertues, 0 Feſws , are the 
ra ſquare of my aftions, and the 
h Fmles which I am to follow. 
MO | F Grant 
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Grant me then the grace, that 
I may know them to eſteeme 
chem, that I eſteem them to 
lovethem, and thar I love them 
ro practiſe them, in ſuch ſorr as 
you require of me:For Iam well 
aſſured thar I ſhall have no ſhare 
in your glory, if I doe nor imi- 
rate your vertues, and ſhall not 
- partake of your triumphs, if I 


beare not a part in your com-.| 


bats. 


Ecce 
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&, . x, 
SSNNN; FE: Y 
Ecce Homo. 


Point I. 


Ee the extreme confuſion and 
contempt unto which Jeſus 
i expoſed , ſince his owne peo- 
ple preferre a notorious Robber be- 


| fore him, condemne him to the 


Croſſe, and demand his death, to 
give lifeto a Malefattor. © blind- 
neſſe of humane Spirit, which 
makes more account of Terrent, 
then Heavenly things, which ho- 
nonrs Barabas to reject Jeſus. De- 


' plorethisunhapyineſſe, and beſcech - 


the ſame Jeſus never to permit 


| that humane reſpetts or compla- 


. ee of cency, 
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Cency, may ever cauſe you to pre- 
fer men before God, or the Creature 
vefore the Creator, 


PRAYER. 
| I bluſh for ſhame and 


confuſion, ſeeing the lirtle 
account is made of you ; that 
they condemne you unto the 
Crofle ro give life ro a Thiefe, 
. andrejedt you to receive Zarab- 
bas, Nevertheleſle, this is done 
in your Paſſion : and ar preſent 
( O nnhappy toule ) I find cven 
that in my ſelfe, which I con- 
demne in the Jewes; for alas ! 
God of goodneffe, how often 
in my Jife have I rejected your 
gracc, to obey the cupidiries of 
my heart « How often through 
a 
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2 damnable blindneſſe have I 
endeavoured to ſarisfie my ſelfe, 
and pleaſe the Creature againſt 


| your intentions 2 Finally how 


often have I preferred the Earth 
before Heaven , men before 
God. and my owne private 
contentment , before your ho- 
ly will ? Ic is high tune(0 Sa- 
viour of my ſoule) that I acknow- 
lkdge my fault, that I change 
my life, and open my eyes, to 
diſccrne how the world is no- 
thing to me and that you are my 
All. T confeſle my crime, I accuſe 
my infidelity,andcondemn borh 
my life and all my actions paſt : 
Be p'caſcd ( O good Feſus ) to 
oive me A true repentance 'of 
them, and grant that my heart 
may breake with forrow, and 

©-3 my 
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my eycs diſtill fountaines of 
rearcs tO expiare ail my offences, 
for I delire ( my 1eſizs \ to fatis- 
fie your love, and ro live under 
your Lawes. 


Point II. 


+ ' He Sonne of God abaſeth his 

holy ai:d adorable humanity, 
to become the reproach of men, the. 
refuſe of his people , and the ob- 
ject of 1heir ſcorne and deriſion , 
And hetruly ſaith, lama worme 
of the earth. At the ſizht of your - | 
Jeſus d:ſſolve into humility , and 
aff. rather to be low and humble 
with the humble Jclus, then great 
and honour d with Pilate. 


PRAY- 
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PRAYER. 
- you ſay that you are but a 


worme of the carth, the re- 
proach of men, and the refuſe 
of the people, what mult I be, 
my Jeſes ? Foritis juſt, that I 
ſhould be much Icfle then vour 
ſelfe? If you hold ſo low 


a rank amongſt men, who 


| are the Sonne of God , what 


place ſhall I find, who am bur a 
ſinner, a child of Adam, and un- 
worthy of your grace « O how 


much conſtrained do I now find 


my ſelfe to confeſle , that Iam 
nothing , and worthy of con- 
tempt and confuſion 2 I con- 
feſſe that I am too blame,and c- 


| levate my ſelfe above reaſon, 


Fa when 
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when I deſire ro be eſteemed 
and honoured by men, Where- 
fore in view of the contempr, 
which you indure, I pur- 
poſe to alter my courſe of life, 
and to imitate you af I can, 
and- with this reſolution I caſt 
my ſelfe at your feet, O my 
Jeſus | IT adore your profound 
humility , I implore the pow- 
er of this vertue to come upon 
me, and I give my ſelfe intire- 
ly to you, to beare the effects 
thereof, in ſuch ſort as to you 
{hall feem good. I know very 
well thar I ought to affect hu- 
miliations, confuſtons, and con- 
rempts; I know that they are 
my portion; they arethe moſt 
conformable ro my ſtate, fince I 


am a ſinner. But my perverted 
. ſpirit 
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Pirir and quite corrupted na- 
ture is averſe thereunto : Ne- 
vertheleſſe Lord , I will love 
you ; ſuccour only my weak- 
neſſe, annihilate my averſions, 
and fortifie my will; that I may 
put in practiſe the good reſolu- 
tion which I have taken in your 
preſence, 


PointI1IT. 


b 


I: SUS beares the Rigours, 
oY 


Dolours, and Humiliations , 
ich our finnes have merited. 
It ir for this cauſe, he preſents 
him”. 'fe unto the people, to ſuf- 


fer, as. 1 into hrs F athey, t0 {a= 


tisfie his juſtice, Caſt your ſeife 
at his fect (0 my ſoule) and ſay 
F 5 affectt- 
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 affeftionately, Behold the man, 
whom 1 ſeeke ; for he is my Jeſus, 
my Saviour , and my All, 1 ſee 
him,1 embrace him, and I reſolve, 
that he ſhall be my Xing, and 
reigne alone in my heart, 


A T the fight of what you 
act and ſuffer for me, O my 
leſs, I remaine diſtracted, and 
fall intoa kind of rapture; for 
what am I Lord 2 And what 
need have you of me, that you 
ſhould ſeeke my falvarion at the 
coſt of ſo many labours 2 Whar 
is there in iny ſoule capable of 
invicing you to offer your ſelfe 
UNTO YOUTr Father, LO appeaſe by 
YOur corments his Juſtice which 


aa lk a KL 
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T have irritated by my offences? 
Surely is is nothing bur love, 
which ( exerciſing the power 
and rigour thereof ) made you 
become man, and ſuffer dearh 
for me. O Love, how power- 
full art thou, ſince thou haſt re- 
duced my Jeſs into ſtate where- 
in 1 contemplate him, in his 


| life and death ! O Love how 


ſtrong is thine arme, fince thou 
haſt drawne my Jeſs from the 
Throne of his glory, to place 
him in humiliations, and to ſub- 
jet him to ſo many paines ? 
Love, if thou haſt power over 
my God, muſt not thou have 
Ir over my heart? No, there 
is no meancs to withſtand it; 
whatſocver it coſts, I muſt love 
him, wo hath loved us more 

then 
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{ then his own life, who in giving 
 himſelfe, requires nothing bur 
our love. I refigne my ſelf then 
; unto you (9 Love of my Soule) 
# to love you with my whole 
| heart: Grant onely, if you 
| pleaſe, that I may love nothing 
bur you; for you both com- 
mand and oblige me to love 
{ you: Iamcontent, bur unable 
| ro doit, without your grace. Ef- 
fe then this work in me, of lo- 
ving you, and looſen my heart 
from all carthly affe&tions , ro 
the end I may entirely unite my 
ſelfe ro you: And be pleaſed 
\ To give mmce a holy inability, 
| which may render me uncapa- 
ble of ſevering my ſelfe from 
you, and of loving any other. 


Jeſus 


er U4 
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[zsus carrieth his 
Croſle. 


Point I, 


Inſider the hunger and inſa- 
tjable thirſt, the extreme 
love and deſire, which Jeſus hath 
to ſuffer for us, having never ſaid, 
It is enough, or refuſing any 
torments which are inflicted on 
bins, allowing all perſons to torture 
him. Ask of Jeſs that he would 
wouchſafe to eſtrange you fromthe 


| pleaſures of the world, and admit 


no longer any repugnancy in your 
ſelfe, to indure for his ſake. 
PRAY- 


q 


[ 
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PRAYER. 


juſt 1s it chat I now con- 
feſle the excelle of your love, 
and acknowledge the mercies 
which you ſhew me; for you 
are not ſatisfied in purchaſing 
me, by the profuſton of your 
bloud, and appeaſing the divine 
Juſtice by your death, bur exci- 
red by the love which you 
beare me, and by a defire of m 

ſalvation, you expoſe your ſel 

to all ſorts of confuſions ; and 
by a divine patience, you refuſe 
notortures, and ſhun no paines, 
which impiety invents to make 
you ſuffer. Ar the fight of ſo 


much goodneſle, and ar the ob- 
ject 


Amiable Teſws! How | 


OR 
. 
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je&t of your vertues, what can I 
do lefle, whereby I may become 
the moſt acceptable ro you,then 
imitate your life , and imbrace 
with you, all crofles and ſuffe- 
rances 2 For I know you have 
faid of it, that he i unworthy of 
y0u, who beares not his croſſe with 
 y0w, and reruſes to follew you, 1 
purpoſe then ( 0 Saviour of my 
ſoule) 1 purpole willingly to 


- | follow you, and { renouncing 


my owne pleaſures ) ſuffcrance 
ſhall be my onely love and de- 
light. I cannot effect it withour 
your grace; be pleaſed therefore 
to beſtow it on me; for withour 
you I can do nothing, and with 
you I am inabled to doe all 
things. 

Point 
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Point I I. 
ESUS loader with hiCroſſe, 


ſinkes under the burthen , nat 
of the heavineſſe of the wood, but 
under the weight of our offences, 
wherewith he charged himſelfe 
before the Tuſtice of his Father, 
And in view of the whole world, 
he carrieth the confuſion and con- 


rited, Beg of him the ſpirit aud 
gift of Penance, to the end taking 
part inthe ſatisfai#'ons of Chriſt 


Jeſus, you may endeavour in ſome 


whom you have ſo often offended, 
PRA Y- 


tempt which our crimes have mt« | 


meaſure by your ſelf to ſatisfy God, 


Upon the Paſsion. 113 


PRAYER. 


Y /eſas, give me light to 
diſcerne the weight of 

finne , rhe grace to deteſt it, as 
it deſerveth, and love to become 
repentant as I ought; for Iin- 
tend, Lord, to doe Penance. . I 
know that you have ſuffered for 
| me, and that you died to give 
me life, and to aflociate me to 
the number of your children: 
And true it is, that all that you 
have done was only to obraine 
pardon for my offences, and to 
| farisfie for the paine due un- 
to my crimes ; finally it is 
true, Lord, that your merits 
are infinite : Bur yer, it is 
likewiſe juſt , and you give 
It 
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ir me in command, that I alter 
my courle of life, and doe Pe- 
nance to {iti fic your Civine Ju- 
ſtice; for otherwiſe I cannot 
partake of the ſitisfa&tion of 

our Crofle, nor of the merits 
of your [ufterings. Be pleaſed 
then to beſtow on me the ſpirit 
of Penance, and the zeale of 
your Juſtice, that I may exerciſe 
iron my ſelfe. But vouchſafe 


togiveit me from this inſtant, | 


for feare leſt T be ſurprized, and 
(excepting the houre of death, 
and the day of vengeance) I find 
my {clfe unworthy of mercy. 1 
defire to prevent, leſt I be pre- 
vented. It is a blefling which 
depends on you, and which 1 
beg of you with my whole 


heart. 
Point 
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Point I TI. 


WTahdry the humiliation which 
Jeſus ha'h borne in the 
thous a:d judgements of men, 
who efteemed hizn ſtrucken and 
reproved , condemned and aban- 
doned even of God himſelfe, judz- 
we him worthy of ail the tor- 


| ments which he 1ad;red, Render 


him thanks for ſupporting all 
the, in ſatefaftien for the pride 


of men, and from henceforth 


ſtriveto affe et humility, and learn 


fo deſpiſe the waine judgements 
which may be made of you, 


PRAY- 
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PRAYER. 


' A Lithefinnes of men (O a- 

miable /e/us ; are the cauſe 
of your dearth, bur pride, which 
is the mother cf all finnes,is the 
principall occaſton thereof. For 
if you came into the world to 
ruine and annihilate rhe King- 
dome of death , and thc empire 


of ſinne, much more did you 


come, to combate the pomp of 
the world, and ro deſtroy the 
pride of men. Ir was to this 
end you were borne, and lived 
ſo poore and abject : Ir was for 
this end, that you died in the 
midit of ſo many confuſions, 
Toaden with ſo many reproa- 
chesz; it was to condemne 

pride, 


MM 
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-|pride,th.'t your whole life, your 


ſufferings and death were onely 
in hunuliations : Since rhen(O 


. | Lord )you neither liv'd nor dy'd 


but to condemne pride, which 
is the ſpring of all miſcries, I 
conderne it with you, and de- 
teſt ir for your ſake. Be pleaſed 
to root out of my heart, and to 
ingrave in my ſoule the Jove of 
humility. And as in this myſte- 
'ry you abandon your ſelfe to 
the falſe judgments of men,who 
eſteein you worthy all the tor- 
tures which you indure; fo 
vouchſ:ife to give me the grace, 


that for the combaring my 
pride, I may aff. & contempt, & 
deſpiſe the falſe judgments of 
men. And for the complerement 


of my blcſhng, I beg of you, 
that 
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that I may partake of the grace| 
and ſpirit of your Paſſion, and 
that you will be pleaſed to form 
in me your diſpoſitions , your | ] 
ations and ſufferings : for 1 
ſhall aſſuredly raigne with you, 
if I becouae like unto you. 


JESUS 


ce! 
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[zsus 1snailed unto 
the Croſle. 


Point I. 


Tate abandoxeth Jeſus to the 

will and malice of ſinners,and 
| Jeſus himſelfe became obedient 
in every thinz, even to the death 
of the Croſle. He i delivered up 
tothe Jewes, and Gentiles, to be 
nailed and faſtned to this ignom- 
nious piece of wood, in ſuch ſort as 
they ſhall ordaine. Adore Jeſus, 
who ſatisfieth by his obed1ence for 
the diſobedience of ſinners, and 
learne ts love obedience, and to 


preferre the will of God before all 
$hings 


| 
- 
F 
: 


19 
: 
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| | 
E things, of 1H; world, even teford 
 yourownelife., 


PRAYER, 
My Saviour and my 


; God ! I remaine nor in | 
thi- world, bur co fulfill your 
holy will; all my happineſſe: 


depends on this point, and the 


- perfection of my ſoule conſiſts | 
 1n this veitue; hitherto both 


Heaven, Earth, rhe Elements, 


and all Creatures. in obeying 


you, teach me what I ought to 
doe : But the death of my Jeſw 
(0 Eternal! Father ) and his 0- 
bedience in all the myſteries of 
his Pafhon, evidencerth ro me 
char I ought to preferre your 
holy will, before my own con- 


4 


; 


| 


F 
: 


rentments, 


| 
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rentments, my private intereſt, 
and even life ir ſelfe, chat I muſt 
feare neither contemprs nor ſuf- 
ferances, nor even labours in all 
occaſions, which concerne that 
obedience, which I owe your 
| Soveraigne Majeſty , for if your | 
Sonne hath abandoned himſelfe 


4t0an ignominious death, if he 


hath given his adorable feet and 
hands to be cruelly nailed unto 


]z Croſſe, and if he ſubjected 


himſelfe ro the will of ſinners, 


and executioners, what can I © 


doe lefle from .henceforwatrd , 
then learne of my zeſs, the 0- 
bedience, which I owe to all 
that yourrequire of me? In ho- 


| nour them of the obedience of 


your Sonne, and in homage to 
this verrue which he hath pra- 
G Ctiſed, 
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Ctiſed, rendering himſelf obed;. 
ent even to tne aeath of the Croſſe, 
I give my {elfe unto you, (0 F« 


ther of merc\ 1) and acknowledge | 


my ſelfe your Creature and Vaſ: 
fall, and I purpoſe faithfully tg 
obey you, and to live under the 
lawes of your Empire. Do nat 
permit Lord, if you pleaſe, that 
I ever prove rebellious to you, 
or that to fulfill my owne will 
forſake yours z bur by an effe&. 
of the Myſterie which I con- 
remplare, grant that I preferre 
your holy will before all carth- 
ly things, and even my owne 
lite z for ſuch is my deſire, 


Point 


Upon the Paſsion, 123 


Point II. 


Bi: the ſubmiſſion where- 


in Jeſus the King of glory, 
vouchſafeth to place himſelfe, for 
our ſinnes;, when as with a pro- 
found ſilence he ſubmits tothe Iud- 
ges, to the Executioners and his 
Enemies : And he even abande- 
reth himſelfe to the power of Di-. 
 vels, oheyrng ſo humbly and readi- 
ly when they go about to uncloath 
him, to natle and faſten him to the 
Croſſe, Subjed? your ſelfe for his 
ſake, as much as you may, chiefly 
when there ſhall be occaſton of be- 
ins humbled, or ſuffering any 


thng for the hoxour of God. 


G 2 PRAY- 
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PRAYER. 


Ive me the grace, O God 

of love and gooaneſſe | 
ro know you, and under- 
ſtand my ſelfe, for if you im- 
part unto me this light, and af- 
tect me with a ſenſe of this ve- 
rity, it will be eafie for meto 


annihilate my ſelfe in the pre- 


ſence of your Soveraigne Ma- | 


jeſty : it will be no longer un- 
caſte for me to condemne and 
confound my ſelfe, confider- 
ing the little love I beare you, 
and it will be facile for me to 
{uffer contemprs, humiliations, 
and the Crofles of this preſent 
life: For ( O benigne Jeſus) I 
fee you all naked in the midſt 


of | - 


| 


| 
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of moſt cruel Executioners , 
ſtretched out upon this ignomi- 
nious wood of the Croffe. and 
if you, who are the onely Son 
of my God, have been pleaſed 
ro endure for my fake the ſcour- 
ges, the nailes, and the Croſſe, 
why ſhall I refuſe for the love 
of you,the pains and contempts 
| of this life? No, no, Lord, I 
deteſt my pride, I accuſe my re- 


- | miſſenefle, and renounce the de- 


licacies and effeminacies of this 
world, to the end I may imitate 
you, and partake of the ſpirit, 
grace, and merits of your death 
and paſſion, 


G 3 Point. 
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jy 
' 


| Point ITT. 
I +4 Jeſus ſnffering in all 


2mngs which may bring him 


pan, humiliation, and confuſion, 
t0 expiate the avuſe we make of 
every thing, which we tmploy in 
offi nding the Divine Majeſty ; and 
to condemne the inord:nate love 


before the Creator. Implore his 
grace to make good nſec of all things 
and take ar. averſion to the wanton- 


neſſe of the fleſh. 
PRAYER, 


Amiable eſis, you have 
created me to love you, 
and have loved me to oblige me 
| tO 


wherein we preferre the creature 


| 


— 


Upon the Paſsion, 127 


to your love, nay, all that you 
have done and ſuffered, was bur 
to draw me to you, and to in- 
gage me in your ſervice. I ren- 
der you thanks with my whole 
hearr, and I be{cech you rogive 
me the grace thi: I miy love 
you above all thiggs, and love 
nothing but your ſelfe in all 
things. Be picalcd ro annihi- 
Jate in me, wharſcever is oppo- 
fire ro your love, contume in 
my heart ſc!te-love, and all af- 
fetions to creatuies, to the end 
I may unite my {clte ro you, and 
live wholly for you. I know 
very well that my crimes and 
offences have rendred me un- 
worthy of this grace; Bur ( O 
God of love and gooduſſe | ) 
you have ſuffered death on the 

Ga Croſle 
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| Crofle, to obtaine for us this 
| grace, andrto attract us to your 

love. Fix then if you pleaſe, 
- CO benigne zeſw ) fix I ſay your 
love in my heart, and your feare 
in my ſoule, and grant that I 
may love you with all my pow- 
cr, and with all my forces in or- 
der to your command. 


| 


JESUS 


happen to you, 
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leſus upon the Crofle. 


Point I. 


Eſus ſuffers in all the parts of 
his body, who hath nothing 


whole from the feet to the head; 
for he s covered all over with 
wounds, bruiſed with blowes, and 
his bloud quite exhauſted. He in- 
dures all theſe ſewverall paines, to 


. expiate the abuſe which we make of 


our bedies,cy to condemne the plea- 
ſures and volupties of the world. 
Offer your Soule, your body and life 


| to Jeſus, and deſire trength of him 


to deſpiſe the delights of this life,. 
and grace to ſuffer whatſoever ſhall 


G 5 PRAY 
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PRAYER. 


1 Enigne 7eſws, what compa- 
riſon can there be berween 
the grandeurs of your Sove- 
raigne Majeſty, and the abaſc- 
| ment of the Croſle 2 You are 
life in your divine Effence, and. 
| youarelife and glory to every 
| rationall creature. Why doe 
you then abaſe your ſelfe ( O 
ineffoble greatneſſe } even to. 
the torment of an ignominious: 
death © You undergoe it for 
me, poor and miſcrable finner, 
and your Jove reduces. you toa | 
death on the Crofle, ro give 
life to me, who am dead by fin, | 
- This ſtate is too unworthy of- 
your greatncſle, remaine rather 
on 
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on the Throne of your glory, 
and leave me in the miſeries and 
misfortunes which I have ac- 

vired by my demerits: And 
if your goodnefſle excite and in- 
vite youto ſhew me favour, let 
it be ar leaſt withont concerne- 
ment of your greatneſle, or a- 
baſement of your incomprehen- 
fible Majeſty. Bur I clearly dif- 
cerne (O my Jeſ#s)thar it is your 
infinite goodnefſle that invites 
you to love us with an infinite 
love, and hath procured the 
communication of your ſclfe to 
our ſoules, in an unconceivable 
manner ; for you exhauſt your 
owne perſon, togive your ſelfe 
unto men, and you even con- 
ſume your ſelfe in the flames 
of Charity , to ſhew me your 
love. 
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love and oblige me to love you. 
You ſuffer and die, to the end, 
* that having purchaſed meat the 
price of your bloud, and life, I 
may be no longer mine, and live 
no mote to my ſelfe, but remain 
wholly yours,and live only for 
you. Alas Lord! when will this 
happineſle befall me ? it is what 
I defire; for I am yours, my 
ſfoule, my body, and ations 
are yours. I offer and ſubmit 
them entirely, and eternally to 
your holy will, that you may 
do in, and by me what you 
pleaſe; for 1am wholly yours, 
as youare all mine. 


Point 
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Point II. 


Eſus thus covered over with 

wounds, and ſe nffering in all the 
members of his body, i on the Al- 
tar of the Croſſe, as a vittime for 
all ſinners, offering himſelf to his 
Father to heale them of the wounds 
made by their ſinnes, and he gives 
even t0 the laſt drop of bis bloud, 
for expiation of their offences. 
Compaſſionate his Dolours, render 
him thankes for the love he beares 


you, and proteſt never more t0 
offend him, 


PRAY- 
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PRAYER. 


Ll that you ſuffer on the 
Crofſe( O amiable 1eſws ) 


and the paines which havecon- - 


ſummared your Paſſion, are bur 
the ranſome of my offences, and 
the ſatisfaion of all my crimes; 
for they are my ſinnes which 
have deprived you of life, it is 


my pride which hath humbled 
you, my ſelfe-love.and the plea- _ 
ſures of my life, have ſcourged: 


| you; my perverſe inclinations 
and vaine defires have crowned 
you with thornes: in fine you 
die upon the ignominions Tree 
of the Croſle to deliver me from 
the capiiviry of th: Divell and 
ſinne, and to ſatislic the divine 

Juſtice 


_— 
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Juſtice, juſtly irritared againſt 
me; ſo that I conſider you on 
the Altar of the Crofle, as an 
holy victime, which you offer 
unto your Father ro appeaſe 
-[him; and your death is afacri- 
fice, which you make to him of 
your ſelfe, ro merit life for mee, 
ndro obtraine pardon for my 
offences. After ſo great a beni- 
ſir, can I be ſo unhappy, as 
| [ſkeeke to revive finne in my ſoul, 
[and render my ſelfe ſtill a ſlave 


- Itoit* CanTIdefireto enter in- 


to a new commerce with vice, 
and obey my own concupiſcen- 
cs, which have crucified you ? 
No, no, ( ſ#cconr of my Soule ) I 
tereſt them with my whole 
teart, and hate them with all 
ny force, for the love of yu 
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I will no longer offend you by 
the aſſiſtance of your holy grace, 
which I beg of you by the me- 
rits of your piſſion. Since you 
die onely to extirpare finne in 


my ſoule, and to baniſh vice out | 


of my conſcience : Effet Lord, 
effcct what you deſire, and give 
me a holy inabilitie of offend- 
ing you, 


Point III. 


Eſus ſheds his bloud in ſuffer- 
ing, and expires by the effuſion 
thereof But the nailes and Ext- 
cutioners being mnable to extin- 
guiſh the ardor of his love, which 
even in death it ſelfe cannot dit, 
he conſerves what remaines of it 
3n hys heart and body, to ponre out 
14pon 
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won the Crofſe, even to the laſt 
drop, that he may evidence to us 
the profuſion, which he intends to 
make of hes ſpirit, of his graces and 
love. Sacrifice unto him your heart, 
and offer your ſelfe to him to beare 
the ay of the my e,4s he ſhall 
pleaſe to imprint them in your 
Soule, 


PRAYER. 


[| Adore you (O my 7eſus) cru- 
cified, as the beginning of all 
happineſſe, and as the Spring 
of all graces and benedictions, 
which cither have been, or ſhall 
ever be communicated to men : 
[ adore all the thoughts and de- 
ires, which you have had upon 
the Crofle,of giving your gord 
an 
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& love to your elect, finally (-1y 
Savionr ) I adore the protufion 
you make of your bloud, even 
to the laſt drop, and the excefle 
of love, which you cxpreſle in 
all rhe ſtates of your lite, and 
dearth. Grar:t me the grace to 
beare the effects thereof, and 
faithfully to co-operate with 
the merits of your Paſhon : for 


what will it availe me ( 0 Gods 
of love \) that you are dead upon: 


the Croſſe, and bountifull in 
communicating your Spirir,and 
grace, if I render my felfe un- 
worthy of it, and oppoſe my 
ſelfe againſt ir by my iniquirie * 
Nevertheleſle it is whar I fearc, 
for I am too miſerable, and ſhall 


ſurcly remaine obdurare in my | 


linne,if you preventme not with 
| your 
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your grace, if you gvard me not 
with your ſuccour, a»d if you 
continue not your tivour to 
Me. Wherefore (© ty nexhanſti- 
ble goedneſſs ) be pleaſed not to 
thinke ic enough to have grven 
your bloud and life, bur beſtow 
on me over aad above, I b:{cech 
you, your {ptcir, your grace and 
love. And [ make agift to you 

fmy heart, my ſpirit and life, 
and remit into your hands, 
the libertie wherein you have 
creared me, to the end I may 
decome from henceforth a ſlave 
to your love, and that my ſoule 
may live no longer, then to re- 
, |ceive the effeRts of your death, 
Il |and the life of your Croſſe. 


h JESUS 
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Izsus lying dead 


betweene the armes of 
his holy Mother. 


Point I. 


God upon the Criſſe , and life 
in death, yet you behold Feſu 
retched out between the armes of 
his holy Mother, He tis dead, but 
by this meanes he becomes the life 
of our Sonles, This manner of 
death i infinitely diſtant from the 
greatneſſe of God , but love hath 
wrought this wonder to convey life 


#0 your ſoule, and death to your ſins, 
Give 


T u« an unheard of thing to ſee | 
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Give your ſelfe to Jeſus and Ma- 
ry, to beare in you theſe two effetts 
of life and death. 


PRAYER. 


FI deſire to live in God, and 
in order to what he requires 


| of a Chriſtiaz, I muſt needs die 


ro ſinne, alter my depraved cu- 
ſtomes, and withdraw my heart 
from ſelte-love and all affe- 
tion to creatures. Bur how 
ſhall 1 doe it, 0 bleſſed Virgin, 
if I receive not powerfull afſi- 
ſtance? for I am able to at no- 
thing,if I want efficacious grace 
which operates in and with me, 
what God deſires of me. Now 
from whence may I have it, but 
from and by you, 0 Mother of 

grace. 
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grace and mercy, fince God 
hath put into your hands, the 
price of my Salvation,and fince 
you hold in your armes ,. the 
fountaine of all graces ? I re- 
paire then to you (0 benigne 
Virgin) and I give my ſelſe to 


you, to the end by the power 


which you have in quality of 
my Saviours mother, you may 
produce in my ſoule the effects 
of life and death, my meaning 
is, that you operate in ſuch ſort 
by your favour, that I way real- 
ly die ro my vices and innes, 


that I may dereſt and hate rhem, | 


and lead ſuch a life as God ex- 
pom of me, and ro which I ob- 
iged my fſeife, when by Bap- 
tiſme 1 was incorporated, and 
made a member of ſus Chriſt, 
your SOnne. Point 


oa w 3 ws 3 v 


* Oo Wy UwyY *%Y Fy ©: ww a3 LY CD CD CY was 


Upon the Paſſion. 143 


Point 11. 
| hy Son of God wouchſafed 


to unite pains, ſorrows, af- 
flittions, and croſſes to himſelfe, 
and his holy Mo: her, with deſizne 
to render them from thenceforth 
pleaſing, ſweet, and worthy tobe 
eſteemed and deſired on earth. Bee 
gin to eſteem them becauſe they are 
deified in Jeſus, aud hozonred in 
his holy Mother, An if you are 
unable to aske them of God, at leaſt 


reſolve to beare them with humili- 


» {ty and patience, when they ſhall 


happen to you, 


PRAY- 
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PRAYER. 


Ou have ever been ( 0 hohy. 
_ Þ| Yirein)the wel-beloved of 
the eternall Father: You are a- 
mongſt all the pure creatures, 
the worthieſt objec of his love; 
Youare his ſpouſe, and the true 
Mother of 7eſ«, as he is his Fa- 
ther ; and he gives you his Son, 
& with him hath pur into your 
hands the treaſures of Heaven, 
and earth, and all the ricies of 
D:;vinitie. For this reaſon you. 
are the worrthicſt of all pure 
creatures,ind with my 1eſzs you 
are the happineſle of che whole 
world, Neverthelefſc {9 Mother 
of God ) I {ce you ia the midſt of 
mount Calvary, and art the foot 


of 


5 
5 
c 


r 
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| of the Crofſe, holding your Son 


dead between your armes : You 
take off the Crowne of thornes; 
you wipe his wounds, you waſh - 
his body with teares, and kifſe 
a thouſand times the bruiſes of 
his fleſh: You ſuffer likewiſe 
with him the 1gnominies, and 
dolors of the Crofle;ſo that hu- 
miliations, crofles & afflictions 


, þare both in you and in Feſw,In 


him and you they are become 


{divine, fſanctified and rendred 


acceptable; And for this cauſe 
they are worthie of being cſtee- 
med, and deſired by Chriſtians. 
What niuſt I then doe (:O holy 
Virgin) if I will love you? whar 
other thing can I doe, bur affect 


i Croſles and humiliations with 


you, and humble my ſelfe like 
H you. 
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you. I deſire and purpoſe ir 
thus in my ſoule, procure me 
only the grace that in all occa- 
fions 1 may beare every thing 
with fidehry and patience, in 
ſuch ſorr as God requires of 
me, and you:defire I ſhould, 


PointIII. 


He holy, Virgin holding her 

San between her armes, offers 

him to God aud the divine Tuſtice, 

for ſatisfattion of our offences ; 
And as the Father hath erven his 

Son to the world, and the Son deti- 

wered himſelfe up to the Croſſe to 

ſaveus; So the holy Virgin coth 
with heart and will, ſacrificeth 

her owne Son, that ſhe may-in thus 

ſort miniſter unto our Salvation. 
Give 
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Give hey thanks for this extraor- | 
atwary Charity ; and befeech hey to |} 
render you farthfallio all the gra- | 
ces, which the death of the Son of | 
God hath- acquired. 


| 

t 
PRAYER. | 
V3: have been choſen(s Mo- | | 


be rhe repairer of the world,and 
ro co-operate in a moſt peculiar 
mariner to: the falvetion: of all 


ther of erace and mercy |)ro i 


mankind. You did it when you 
gave your Sonne Chr:ſ# Feſzs to 
be delivered: up ro the death of 
rhe- Crofle, and you doit when, 
holding him dead berween-your 
armes, you offer him ro: the di- 
vine Juſtice, as a Victime and 
Sacrifice of propiriarion, which 

H 2 ſaris- 
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| ſatisfies God for the ſinnes of 
the world : And in this reſpe& 
you are our Repairer, for Feſ#s 
who 1s the Saviour of men is 
| yours,he is your Sonne,and you 
' are his Mother. And in this 
* quality, you have right to his 
\ life, his preſervation, and all 
his conditions. Nevertheleſle, 
 ( O Mother of our Soules) you 
| conſent to his death, you incou- 
| rage himro torments, you con- 
du@ him to the Croſle, and like 
another Abraham you ſacrifice 
in will and affection your only 
Sonne,and you ſacrifice him for 
my finnes, ſo great is your cha- 
rity and love towards me. Bur 
what can I doe in recognition 
of ſo ſublime a benefit 2 Where- 
in am I able to acknowledge, 

(O 
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( O benigne Virgin) ſo ardenta }j 
Charity ? Ar leaſt fince you Þ 
give your Sonne for me,procure 
that I may be your ſlave, and 
fince you refigne him to efface 
the finnes of the world, and 
tnat hee may merit for us ſuch 
graces, as are neceſlary for our 
ſalvation,be pleaſed ro mediate, 
that I may be fairhfull to all che 
graces, which he bath purcha- 
ſed for me by his death, and 
that I may live no longer, bur 
for his honour and yours,as you 
give him to the Crofle and de- 
liver him up to death for me. 


H 3 Our 
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OurLavis of 
Compallion. 


Point L. 


| Ince the Eternall Father can 
| ave n0 compatency inthe do- 
lours of his Son, he ſubſtituted the 
holy Virgin , imprinting in her 


hcart, and Spirit, the wertue of 


the Croſſe, and the Spirit of hs 


ſufferings , and,piercing her heart 


w:th the ſword of ſorrow, he made 
her ſuffer with her Sonne, that in 
ſome manner ſhe might co-operate 
to our Salvation. Conſider what 
Jeſus and the holy Virgin ſuf 
for you, and from henceforth take 

delight 
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delight inthe thought of their ſuf- 
ferings , and in the love of the 
Croſſe. 


PRAYER. 


() Virgin and mother of my 
| leſus\ T render you thanks 
for having contributed to our 
ſalvation, not only by giving 
your Sonne, bur alſo in raking 
your ſhare in his Paſhons; for 
if he indure, you ſuffer with 
him; The ſcourges, the thornes, 
the nailes and the lance, have 
pierced his body , bur love and 
ſorrow have tranſpierced your 
heart, and od your ſouke, 
Wherefore ( holy Virgin, the 
erue refuge of ſinners !) I adere 
leſus for my Saviour, but I re- 

H 4 VErence. 
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verence you as his Mother, and 
acknowledge you for theRepai- 
rer of the Univerſe; fince you co- 
operate doubly in the good of 
our ſoules; For you give us yout 
Sonne, and ſuffer with him for 
us. Bepleaſed alſo ro mediate 
( 0 Yirein, ſpring of life and 
grace)that I may be from hence- 
torward the objeR of your com- 
miſerations, And ſince you have 


loved me ſo much, as togive me | 


{ your Sonne, and to give him e- 
- ven forthe Croſſe : fince your 
love and charity faſtens you ro 
my intereſts, and makes you ſuf- 
fer for mee, procure that I may 
ſuffer all for you, but chiefly 
engrave in my heart ſuch a ha- 
cred of {inne, as I may rather in- 
dure a thouſand deaths , _ 
0 
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ſo muchas once offend my Fe- 
ſm, you Sonne, who died for 
" | my fannes. 


Point I I, 


He great love of the holy Vir- 
, A gin, hath made her ſuffer ex- 
tremely , hey life is no other but a 
Martyrdomesher thoughts are fixed 
only upon the Croſſe, and her eyes 
| have no other objef, then death, 
end the death of her Sonne : Her 
love #« now but languiſhing , and 
ber languiſhments _ her inceſ- 
ſantly to figh after her God and 
her Soune, O my ſoule! how hap- 
py ſhould you be, if you could live 
20 longer, but to love and ſuffer. 


Hs PRAY- 
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2 DRAYER.-:-- -- 


oly Virein ! how ſhall 1 
artaing to light enough ro 
conceive your greatneſſe, and 
grate 40 imitarethe ſeverall df 
poſitions of your ſoule? I know 
and faith teacheth me, thar you 


are the Mother of - God, that 


your lone ,is full of graces 
and I confefte that youare the 


warthieſt ohjeR of love, and 


the moſt capable of favours 
from the . #leſſed Frinity, yet 
L fee your ſaule all immerſed in 
the bitternefle 'of the Croſley 
' Your life is no longer but a 
Martyrdome, your loye is lan- 
guiſhing, and the object of your 
Izhs. are fixed onely on the 

death 
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death of your Sonne. O how | 


content ſhould I be CO Yirein, 
life of my ſoule!) if I could 
lead ſuch a life as yours , How 
happy ſhould I be, if in imit#- 
tion of you, I had noother re- 
poſe then in afflitions,no other 
delight bur in the Crofle, nor 


| other life but in the death of 


our Sonne ! I deſerve not this: - | 
ur, 1 have not grace enough 
to live in {o holy a manner ; he-- 
yertheleſlc I deſire to live no 
longer, bur to love, and no lon- 
gerto love, but to ſuffer. I offer 
my felfe tmro you, for all this, 
difpofe now wholly: of me, as 
you ſhall pleaſc. | 


Point: 
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Point ITI. 


| F Love makes our Sonle live, 
| $0 what ſhemoft affetts, ſure- 
ly the holy Virgin lives no longer 

Foy in Jeſus ſuffering and dying, 
| ſince ſhe loves nothing but Jeſus : 


ay, ſo the Virgin «in her ſoule : 
| The Sonne dies on the Croſſe, the 


fide of the Sonne # pierced with a 
Lance, the heart of the Mother « 
tranſbierced with the ſword of ſor- 
row; thus both of them live and 
die together, What will you doe 
( O my Soule) at the ſigh ght of this 
Jad Getacte, ince all this is done 
and accompliſhed for you ? Be- 


And as Jeſus is crucified in his bs- 


Mother ſwonnds at his feet , The 


ſeech 
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feech the Sonne and the Mother to 
inſpire you with true love, andio 
render you worthy of bearing faith- 
fully, the grace a4 effeds of the 
Croſſe and Paſſion. 


PRAYER. 


Ere I unwilling (0 be- 
nigne Mother of my ſoul ) 
et the affe&ion, which you 
be me, obligeth me to love 
you. Iam — nay I defire 
it with my whole heart, but T 
am unable to effe& ir with- 
out a favour from heaven : 
Bur as it 15 a great mercy, 
that you vouchſafe ro love, 
and co-operate to my — 
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ſo is ita great grace, that I may 
be able to love you, and livein 
your ſervice. I beg then this 
favour of you (0 Yirgin, Mo- 
rher of my ſoule) and I beſeech 
you to change my heart , that 
from henceforward:I may bee 
yours, and entircly dedicated to 
your ſervice. Put me ina ftate 
of -perperuall ſerv irtde reyargs 
you, eſtabliſh me in the true 
love of Feſws, and procure that 
I may both live and die, perſe- 
vering in that love and ſervice 
which I owe you. Iremix my 
life (CO hoh 7Yirzin) into your: 
hands ; I -remic into | your 
hands the houre of my death, 
becauſe I wilt be wholly yours, 
and 'depend on you m'ſtich ſort 
as my God and my Jeſus defires 
it. 
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itof me. Beplcaſed then (O 
Mother of mercy ! ) to receive 
me into your protection, and to 
looke on mee as the obje& of 
your goodneſle, and the ſubje& 
of your commiſeration. Accept 
of my good will , fortifie my 
weakneſſe , and give mee the 
grace to: put in practice the 
good purpoſes which God hath 
ſuggeſted ro me by your inter- 
ceſſon , and no longer permir 
that I aRtany thing, which may 
annihilare in my ſoule the ect- 
fects of grace: but obtaine for 
me a capacity of receiving in 
my heart ſuch effets of the 
Crofle, as my Jeſus ſhall infuſe 
into it, and fidelity to co-ope- 
rate therewith in ſuck ſort, as 
my God and my leſs requires 
of me, Aſpt- 
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®: 
The Soule unto God, 


in forme of Pzxarns. 


—_—_ 


The oblation of ones ſelfe 
wnto God. 


Ord Teſas | of my ſelfe 1 

can doe nothing, for Iam 

a miſerable creature ; bur 

with you nothing is impoſſible 
rome. Abide then in me,( O 
happineſſe of my ſonle ) live and 
raigne over me to cfteR in me 
what is acceptable to you. = 
Ve 
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have all power ,-and I offer ir 
you a freſh over my life, and 
actions, even from the bottome 
of my ſoule : I remir into your 
hands, the ſame liberty, will, 
and life which you have given 
me. Be vleaſed to accepr and 
keepe themas yours, for I am 
wholly yours , and will depend 
on you. 


Another Oblation, 


Y Jeſus, by the nature of 

your being, by the emi- 

neacy of your greatneſle,and by 
the ſtate of your miſeries, you 
have been pleaſed to be, both 
my Father, my Lord, and my 
Judge; I implore all theſe a- 
| dorable 


"0 Oy.  " ' ge 
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dotable qualities, and Iinvoke 

e power which you have over 
me, by theſe holy properties 
which are in you, and I beſeech 
you by the ſame mercy and 
goodnefle , which hath made 
you take on you thoſe Mares, 
that you-.. would vouchſfafe to 
inſpire me with chat fidelity, 
which I owe you, chat I may be 
by my life your Sonne, as you 
are my Father by grace, that I 
may be your ſlave by a true ſub- 
jection, fince you are my Lord. 
And as I acknowledge and a- 
dore. you as my Saviour, ſo 
ler me be your captive, being 
wholly yours, ard acting no- 
thing bur for you. And fince 
you are my Judge, and that F. 


 [confefle my {dlfe criminall, be 


plea- 
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pleaſcd to diſtill into my ſoule, 
the zeale of your Juſtice, to 
the end by your Gracc, and 
with vour Juſtice, I may exe- 
cute Juſtice on my ſelfe, and 
ſatisfie your juſt indignation, 


occaſdned by the mulricude of 
offences, which I have preſu- |: 


med to commit againſt your di- 
vine goodneſſe, Thus I defire 
ir, thus doe I give my felfe up 


unto you ( 0 Teſs, Saviour and 
Tudge of my Soule) to become: 


the victime of your will, and 
to bear the effeCts of your grace, 


Spirir, and myſteries, in ſuch* 


ſort as you ſhall pleaſe. Inthis 
manner I renounce my ſelfe, ro 
enter into all the diſpoſitions, 


and ſtares, which the eternall | 


Father will have me beare in 
b you 


J 
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- you, and for your ſake 0 7eſus, 
3 


ie A Reſwwnation to the 
il Willof God. 


teſus | Father and begin- 
\/ ning of all light, To 

te my ſoule with your ſplen- 
or, that I may diſcerne whar 
diſagreeable ro you, and give 
ee the grace to avoid it. 
rant that I may both know 
our will, and accompliſh ir, in 
ery point; for I defire to be 
-wholly yours, and to live no 
ger but for you, 


W, 


To 
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To put ones ſelf into the 
-  protetiion of Almighty God. 


Avionr of my ſoule, Author 
of my ſalvation ! ſee the 
dangers wherein I am remaimr 
in this life , ſuſtaine mee wi 
your hand, chat I may nor fall, 
and governe me by' your Spi- 
rit,, that I wander not in the 
motions. of my perverſe incli- 
nations. Defend me (good 16- 
ſos ) and: deliver me from my 
felfe , and permit me not.to-ad- 
here to my afftections,norts fal- 
low my owne appetites: I ne- 
nounce them all, fince they ſc- 
parate me from you; and I con- 
jure your goodneſle to annihi- 
| latethem, to theend , thar ad- 
hering 


OTE WE 


LH 
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hering wholly unto you, I may 
be for nothing bur your ſelfe; 
for ſuch is my defire, you know 
it, O love of my ſoule | 


To ack the love of God 


( )## of all Love, perfet? 
Beauty , ineffable Goodneſſe | 


who can choofe but love you ? 


"| I purpoſe it, buram unable, T 


will love to death, and will die, 
bur in loving you. Tranſpierce 
my heart with your love, and 
my body with your feare, effe&t 
(0 powerfull God |) effet pow- 
erfully , that your Spiric may 
conſume in me, all thar is of my 
felfe, that I may bee wholly 
yours, and love none bur you 
an 
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and that living in you;I may die 
ro all other things. þ 95 


4 proteſtation of Love. | 


F- Hall I be alwaies overlight- | 
| ned in my ſclfe, diſtracted 
in my thoughts, inconſtant in 
my motions? How long will 
you permit me ( Lord) to fol- 
low my owne inclinations, and 
to be violently affected with 

the Creature « Recall my ſpi- 
rit, withdraw it from all things, 
to retaine it for your ſelfe. Let | 
not your juſt condu&t ( O meſt | 
amiable goodneſſe ) abandon. me, 
forleaving me to my ſelf, blind 
that Iam, I ſhould loſe my ſelfe 
in my Cupidities, and ſeparate | 
my 


—_ 


e 
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my ſelfe from you, to live no ; 


longer but for my ſelfe. Ler 
dearh rather force me away,yea, 


fill (0 God of Lowe) fill rather my 


life with birterneſſe , my heatr 
with feare, and my ſoule with 


 conrinuall diſpleaſure, chen,per= | 
mir;thar to pleafe the Creature, ' 


orro ſatisfiemy ſelfe, T may dif- 
pleaſe your divine Majeſty. ' : 


An Aft of Love. 


= / Hy ſhall T not loveyou 


( 0 moſt amiable good- 


neſſe 2 ) You oblige me there- 
unto by your-love, you attract 


me by. your -benefirs, and you 
command it by your goodneſfe; 
I will-then love you becadſe I 

I ought 
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ought,and I deſire that my hearr 
may love you with all his pow- 
er, frnnee” nothing is amiable 
but your fſelfe : Burt I cannot 
love,if you inſpire me not with 
love. Abide then in me ( O 4e- 
ſfrrable love! ) live in me, to the 
end that following the lawes of 
your love, I may live, and con- 
ſummate my ſelfe in you. 


Aſpirations of Love. 


\ 7 \ } Hether are you gone 

( ſweet Spouſe of my 
ſole?) Alas! I carry a heart 
repleniſhed with bitternefle , 


when I have no ſenſe of you.. 


I keep my ſelf aloofe from you, 
loſt in my thoughts, I perceive 
my ſelfe wandring in various 
objects, & for a heighth of mi- 


ſerie, 


| | 
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ſerie, I walke in thenight of a 
heart, darkened with ſelfe. love. 
My life is all humane, and( asa 
child of Adam) my life is in the 
old man. Iknow not whether I 
have a being or no, only I kaow . 
that I am miferable : bur ro live 
inthis forr is a cruell death; it is 
not to liveat all.ro live without 
you; it 15 toolong a Martirdome. 
Take pitty on my ſoule, returne 
and poſleſſe me entirely, Reſtore 


me your ſpirit, give me your life 


and change my whole hearr. 
Why can I not like a Phenix, 
conſume my ſelfe in the ardors 
of your crernall love, and alter 
my courſe of life & being,to be 
no longer bur in you, & to live 
no longer but for you? You can 
effc& this (0 God ) whocan do 


vl thipgs, Iz Sieghes 
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Sighes of Love. 


. FAY eyes are bathed in 

' Yteares, and my voice 1s 
broken with ſighes, my life is 
bur a- death, and all things are 
-but a Martirdome to me, when 
I thinke where my God is. A- 
las!this thought. makes me powr 
ourall. my ſoule, and I languiſh 
both day and! night, when I 
know that FE muſt remain inthis 
abode ob miſerie, I cry out from 
the botrome of my heart, How 
long Lord, how long * And muſt 
] yer live for a long time in the 
| land of the dead and ( abſent 
from your face) remain among 
the perills of this miſerable lifes 
Muſt Lbcing oppreſled with my 
body, 
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body, feele my ſelfe removed 
from the ſweet attraRtives of 
your Careſſes*I am content with 
it, fince it is your Pleaſure.Great 
God, Maſter of my ſoule! your will 
is my delight, your love my di- 
rection : Bur efte ( 0 God, who 
can do all things) eftet by your 
mercy,that as your Son,and my 
Teſws lives only in love, and this 
love makes him die; ſo I may 
live no longer then in loving 
you, and that love may make 
me ſuffer. 


To ſue for the contempt 
of all things. 


"| Oolong (0 my ſoule) doeſt 
thou ſeeke vanity and af- 


fe lics : This world hath no- 
I 3 thing 
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thing in it ſtable & permanent, 
 alkis pexiſhable therein ; Good- 
nefſe, truth, peace andirepoſe are 
found only in: God ; thou lofeſt 
chy ſelfe,in ſelfe-loving and ſee- 
king thy ſelfc,thou art eſtranged 
fram, God z Come then.to my 
ſyccqur ( O- $4viaws of my ſaule!) 
and; reach me your hand, diſſt- 
pate all theſe allurements, which 
detaine me captive: Openito me 
your heart (Q my ſoamiable 7e- 
ſ#+! to ſhelcer me in the midſ of 
ſo many ſurprizes : ſee, Lord,ſee 
how from all ſides ſnares arc 
laid. for me, to. make me fall in 
love with this world : Doe not 
permit it (O love of my ſoule) my 
heart is for you alone, preſerve 
1tthen as yours, 

An- 
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Another. | 


Y.cyes diſcerne nqe ( O 
| Adorable werity!) the er- 
rour of vanity , and. my. hears 
feels not the horrour of all-vics: 
But-come ( O' Sun of Tuſkice,!. ) 
come and ſhine upon my: ſouls, 
conſume wich your beames all 
that is C—_ to you gave 
me your ſpirit, which opens. my 
eyes to. diſcerne verity, which, 
inſpires. me with: love.to adhere, 
unto- it , which redreſſeth. my. 
will and teacherh ir ro.dereſt the 
world,and gives me the graceto; 
ſeek you alone, and tolive only. 
forthe love of you. 


L 4, To 
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To demand light and di- 
reftion for your ſoul, 


Unne of Inuftice! illuminate the 
darkneſſe of my ſpirit ; Com- 
forter of ſoules | draw me our of 
the ignorance wherein I live. I 
walke in the ſhadow of death,a- 
midſt the perils of this life, and 
(ſevering my ſelfe from you, 
who are the way and life of my 
ſoule)I run like a vagabond into 
the curious reſcarch of the ob- 
jets of my ſenſes : Do you nor 
ſee it (0 my God ) who ſee all 
things : Come then to my ſuc- 
cour,(light of my ſoule)I aske no- 
thing but your ſelfe; my heart 
fighes after you, and my eyes 
ſeeke you every where. Dart 
there- 
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therefore (0 Teſs! )a glance of your 
face, infuſe a ray of your beauty in- 
to the bottome of my Soule, to call 
me-back to you, and make me know 
who you are, and whatIam; to the 
end I may be wholly yours,and that 
being no longer mine, I may love 
you alone. 


7 0 invoke (race. 


"TReat God! your Treaſures are 
| unexhauſtible, and your hands: 
| full ob gifts. You are rich only in 
?00dnefle, and in ſhewing- mercy 
youevidence what you are. Mercy 
| then Zora, mercy, for Iam aſinner, 
| one glance of your eye, one word 
' of your mouth can deliver me from 
evills ; for while you look on me, I 
| ſhall love you, while you ſpeake'to 
| me, I ſhall follow and run after you, 
in the odourof the ſweet perfumes 
of your heavenly grace. 

To 
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Tocall for Contrition. 


| the depth of my miſery I 
elcvate my heart unto you,0 God 


of goodxeſſe ! my ſoule ſighes after | 
you, God of mercy ! And now thatT | 
am ſenſible of my misfortune,& that 
the weight of my ſins oppreſſe me 
within, I cry aloud unto you, lend 
me your cares, and fix on me your 
benigne eyes, to withdraw me from 
the evill whereunto I find my ſelfe 
 faſtned, Give me your arme( Father 

- of mercy ) to ſuſtaine the yoke of my 
offences, light to know them, teares 
to bewaile them, and the zeale of | 
your juſtice to ſatisfy for them; Ican 
no longer endure the fouleneſle of 
my life, nor to live any longer di- 
ſtant from you ; (0 happineſſe of my 
ſoxle! )T pant after you,you know it, 
but I cannot eſcape out of the place 
which captivates me, nor breake the 
bands which faſten me, if the pow- 
cr 
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er of your Spirit, and the Spirit of + 
your love, doe not diflolve and 
break them in pieces: looſen them 
then (0 Lord) and render me the 


liberty, which you have purchaſed  - 


for your children at the price of 
your life. | 


Aﬀettion to accompliſh 
our good purpoſes. 
[| Feel my ſelſe ſeized with a flame 
of love, which makes me proteſt 
never more to forſake you ( 0 eſis, 
the love of my ſoule! ) I am weary to 
ſee my ſelfe in the midſt of ſo many 
inconſtancies; I deſire to be entirely 
yours, you know it yery well, Lord ; 
for it is of you, as of a ſpring of 
g00dnefle, that my ſoule is full of 
deſires, and my will of good affeQti- 
ons; it isa gift of your hand, pre- 
ſerve it by your grace, and give me 


your arme and benediftion to n 
hold 
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hold me in my good purpoſes, and 
that I may punRually accompliſh 


what I:have promiſed you, ſtimula- ! 
red and incited by the motions of 
your Spirit, alwayes holy; to the ' 


| 


end you, may finiſh and perfe& in 


me, what you have begun by your 
infinite mercy ; for without you I 
can doe nothing, and by you am en- 
abled to doe all things. 
FINIS. 


phbbttbttt"pphbbttds_ 
APxravsx, which 


the Church ulſeth to in- 
voke'the love of God. 
, B E U $ qui diligentibus te fa- 


»- » 
= 


Jetum : ut deſideria de tua inſpirati- 


one concepta , nulla poſſint tentatione 


mutari : Per Dominum noftrum 7e- 
tum Chriſtum, &c, Amen, 


YZ crucnntta prodefſe: da cordibrs 
: moſtru inviolabilem tue charitatis af- 


